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Definition of Academic Terms

Degrees
Union University offers 16 undergraduate degrees—

Associate of Science in Professional Studies, Associate in 
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Faculty Advisor
Academic counseling is administered through several avenues. 

Each student is assigned a Faculty Advisor in accordance with 
their intended major/vocational goal. Students undecided about 
their major are assigned temporarily to the Office of Academic 
Services. GPA counseling can be sought from the Office of 
Academic Services and through the Academic Center. The 
junior/senior student is required to have at least one counseling 
appointment with a degree auditor to focus on the completion 
of graduation requirements.

Faculty Advisors are assigned within the department of 
the student’s major. Advisors will assist students in planning 
schedules and defining educational and career goals.

Union University’s academic advisement program is based 
upon the supposition that any degree-seeking student accepted 
for enrollment is a responsible adult seeking a liberal arts 
education. Advisors will inform advisees of the academic 
requirements and attempt to guide them through the program 
of study toward their chosen major; however, they may not 
assume the responsibility for the student.

Student Classification 
FRESHMAN	 A student who has met entrance requirements 

and who is carrying at least 12 semester 
hours.

SOPHOMORE	 A student who has at least 24 hours of college 
credit.

JUNIOR	 A student who has at least 56 hours of college 
credit.

SENIOR	 A student who has at least 86 hours of college 
credit.

Size of Classes
Union University is committed to providing class sizes 

that facilitate an excellent professor to student ratio. Yet the 

Graduate Programs in Business, Christian Studies, Education, International Studies, Nursing, Pharmacy and Social Work are 
detailed in the Graduate Catalogue.detes 05 6 
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Department Majors Degrees Emphases and 
Concentrations

Minors

Art Studio Art BFA Drawing
Painting
Ceramics
Graphic Design
Sculpture
Photography
Visual Aesthetics (Secondary 
emphasis only)

Art
Visual Theory and Aesthetics
Digital Media Studies

Art*## 
Pre-Professional Art Therapy

BA Drawing
Painting
Ceramics
Graphic Design
Sculpture
Photography
Visual Aesthetics (Secondary 
emphasis only)

Biology General Biology*##
Botany ##
Zoology ##
Cell and Molecular Biology ##
Conservation Biology ##

BS Pre-professional Biology

Business Accounting ## BSBA Accounting 
Actuarial Science
Business Administration 
Economics
Finance 
Management 
Marketing 
University Studies

Business Administration ## BSBA Economics
Finance
International Business 
Management
Marketing

Economics ## BA or BS

Chemistry Biochemistry ##

FinanceManagement
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Department Majors Degrees Emphases and 
Concentrations

Minors

Engineering Engineering ## BSE Electrical 
Mechanical

Engineering
Computational Engineering  
   Science

English English*## BA Creative Writing 
Literature

English

History History *## BA or BS History
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have withdrawn must check with the Office of Undergraduate 
Admissions regarding reenrollment.

A former Union University student having less than a 2.0 
cumulative GPA from Union University or less than a 2.0 
cumulative GPA from all institutions attended will be considered 
for readmission by the Undergraduate Admission/Readmissions 
Committee.  The student may be denied admission, readmitted 
with conditions, or readmitted under their prior academic 
standing at Union University.

Scholastic Regulations
The only acceptable level of work for graduation at Union 

University is 2.0 or above. Those who fail to achieve that level 
will be placed on academic probation.

If the student achieves a cumulative GPA of at least 2.0, 
academic probation status will be immediately removed. If the 
student fails to achieve the 2.0 GPA, the status of academic 
probation lasts for two full semesters and the short term(s) that 
immediately follow. While the student is on academic probation:

1.	An official notice will be sent to the student.
2.	The academic advisor will monitor a program of 

studies containing repetition of courses in which D’s 
and F’s have been earned and will urge reduction of 
extracurricular activities and work.

3.	The academic load will be limited to not more than 
fourteen hours.

4.	The Associate Registrar will counsel students 
individually toward GPA improvement.

If by the end of the two probationary semesters a cumulative 
GPA of 2.0 has not been attained, the student will be suspended 
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  one minor, to include junior/senior hours** . . . . . .      6* 
Grade Point Average: cumulative  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .               2.000
Cumulative each major . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       2.000
Cumulative each minor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       2.000

*Total credit hours to be earned at Union University to meet residency 
requ0.5 63/20.-ents.
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Union students need to know and love God’s creation:  
anything physical and metaphysical which is distinct from God. 
They need to know about the inanimate from the subatomic to 
the cosmic, and about life, from its simplest to its most complex 
forms. Interactions between inanimate and animate are important 
to learn, as are the abstract concepts that have guided the study 
of the cosmos. They should understand how scientific views 
have changed, be skilled in scientific methodologies, and know 
their advantages and limitations. They should also understand 
and appreciate things we cannot touch, such as logic, numbers, 
goodness and evil, beauty and ugliness. Guided by Christian 
ideals, students should know how our understanding of creation 
can be used to improve life, alleviate suffering, and inspire beauty.

Union students need to know and love the human realm of 
creation. We want our students to understand (and wonder at) 
the physical, spiritual, and imaginative nature of humanity—in 
themselves, in others, in communities, and in cultures past and 
present. It is important for them to know the great ideas that 
have shaped how we live and think and to contemplate the 
creativity and self-reflection that so distinguish people from 
the rest of creation. We want them to see models of excellence 
in others that they may seek excellence for themselves. They 
need skills associated with human interaction. Finally, in all 
our studies of humanity, we want our students to be guided by 
Christian conceptions of human identity and purpose and to 
imitate Christ in service to others.

Throughout these academic pursuits and built into core 
courses, we want our students to develop a Christ-like character. 
The core curriculum at Union not only challenges students to 
know and to be skilled, it also challenges students to perceive 
and pursue virtue in their studies, social experiences, and in all 
areas of life. Knowledge and skill need guidance; that guidance 
comes from cultivated and practiced virtue. There are many ways 
to nurture Christian character; we will encourage students in the 

pursuit of the virtues presented in Scripture and in the Western 
tradition, such as the Beatitudes, the fruit of the Spirit, and the 
seven classic virtues.

The purpose of the core curriculum is to establish a common 
foundation of knowledge, skill, and virtue. These are valuable in 
their own right and also serve as a base for formal studies and 
life-long learning. The core challenges students to appreciate 
all legitimate human endeavors as godly calling and to discover 
such calling in their own lives.  It provides opportunity for 
understanding, action, and faith to dwell together. The core 
provides the intellectual underpinning for engaging with the 
ideas of history and the issues of our day. The productive unity 
of the core will be found in the minds and actions of the faculty 
and students who work to see humankind, nature, and God 
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Specific Core Requirements for a Bachelor of Social Work
(In Addition to the General Core Requirements, 18 hours)

SOC 211, Principles of Sociology� 3 hours
Modern Foreign Language or Culture (see ICS Major for options)� 3 hours
Advisor-approved electives outside Social Work� 9 hours
Modern Foreign Language� 3 hours

Specific Core Requirements for a Bachelor of Science in Engineering
(in Addition to the General Core Requirements, 27 hours)

CHE  113,  Survey of Chemical Instrumentation plus at least 1 hr. of EGR Elective�
  OR  CSC  255,  Programming in C� 3 hours 
MAT  212-13,  Calculus and Analytic Geometry II and III� 8 hours 
MAT  314,  Differential Equations� 3 hours 
MAT 208 or 315,  Statistics or Linear Algebra� 3 hours 
PHY  231-32,  General Physics I and II� 10 hours  

Correspondence and Credit by Exam
A maximum of 32 semester hours toward graduation by 

correspondence (8 hours maximum) or credit by examination 
may be accepted. Students may not enroll for correspondence 
credit without approval in writing by the Registrar prior to 
registration for the course and the department chair or dean.

Credit-by-exam attempts can be made no later than the 
student’s next to last full semester preceding graduation. May 
and Summer graduation applicants must complete all testing no 
later than December 1 in the previous fall semester. December 
and January applicants for graduation must complete all testing 
no later than May 1 in the previous spring semester. Students 
in the Teacher Education Program must complete testing in the 
next to last semester preceding Student Teaching. Registration 
for testing is limited and reporting time may vary; students 
should make plans and register accordingly.

Any variance must be approved in advance by the Registrar 
in writing.

Prolonged Delay of Completion of 
Graduation Requirements

A student re-entering the University after a lapse of ten years 
since the last academic credit was earned must have a conference 
prior to enrollment with the Registrar. A program of study will 
be formulated for the applicant to complete the degree.

Application for Graduation
Application for graduation should be filed in Self-Service 

during the fall semester prior to spring/summer graduation, 
or spring semester prior to fall/winter graduation. Graduation 
applicants not completing all requirements by the last day of 
final exams of the graduation semester or term will be moved 
to the next appropriate graduation date.
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Logos Library Agreements and 
Partnerships

The Library participates in several formal agreements and 
partnerships with other libraries and library organizations 
to extend its service base. These local, state, and regional 
cooperative library programs greatly enhance student and 
faculty access to materials and facilitate the sharing of resources. 
These agreements include the West Tennessee Academic Library 
Consortium, Tenn-Share, Lyrasis, the Association of Christian 
Librarians, the Christian Library Consortium, and Waldo. 
The library is an active participant in the nationwide OCLC 
and DOCLINE interlibrary loan systems and Tennessee’s 
statewide courier, Firefly. These agreements and partnerships 
afford cooperative ventures with colleagues, their institutional 
resources and further enhance the library services and resource 
collections offered to the Union University community.

Au Sable Institute of  
Environmental Studies

Union is affiliated with Au Sable Institute of Environmental 


