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E. Interactive Emphasis—18 hours
    1. COM 337, 360, 361, 427
    2. COM 399 or 483
    3. Select on course from another emphasis 

(Photojournalism or Storytelling)
F. General Emphasis—18 hours
    1. Select 15 hours from at least 2 emphases 

(Photojournalism, Storytelling, Interactive) above
    2. Select one course from: COM 210, 399, 481, 483

VI. Major in Film Studies—39 hours
A.	Major Requirements—24 hours 

COM 209 or 238, 220, 303, 306, 313, 321, 410, 430
B.	Electives—15 hours 

Select courses from: COM 209, 211, 230, 238, 245, 315, 
317, 330, 331, 372, 399, 438, 484; CHR 348; PHL 448; 
ENG 311; PSC 300

 VII. Major in Rhetoric—33 hours
A.	COM 112, 211, 218, 235, 311, 416, 417—21 hours
B.	Select 12 hours from the following:  

COM 170(x2), 240, 245, 270(x2), 299(x3), 312, 325, 
370(x2), 399 (1 hr. x 3), 470(x2), BLAW 421, CHR 363, 
PHL 345

VIII.. Major in Theatre—32 hours
A.	COM 123, 145 , 240, 330, 341, 342, 445, 299/399(x3) 

or MUS 129V, 229V, 329V, 429V—20 hours
B.	Select 12 hours from: COM 211, 212, 303, 305, 311, 

312, 317, 331, 345, 299/399(x3), 412, 489, 490, 494; 
MUS 320, 420

IX. Major in Theatre and Speech with Teacher Licensure 
(Grades K-12)
A.	Major requirements—79 hours

1.	COM 112, 123, 211, 218, 240
2.	COM 312, 317, 330, 331, 341, 342, 345, 412
B.	Required Minor in Professional Education—40 hours
1.	Prior to Internship—EDU 150, EDU 305, EDU 358, 
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The Bulldog Communication Group, a student-run public 
relations agency, provides students with portfolio building 
opportunities by offering communication services to clients 
on campus and in the community.  Positions in the firm are 
awarded via an application process.

Alpha Epsilon Rho is the Union chapter of the National 
Broadcasting Society. AERho encourages and rewards 
scholarship and accomplishment among students of 
broadcasting, establishing meaningful communication between 
student and professional broadcasters, and fostering integrity in 
the use of the powerful instruments of radio, television, film, 
cable and its many associated business industries.

The Public Relations Student Society of America (PRSSA) 
is open to all students interested in the public relations 
profession and society activities. PRSSA is student-led and 
relates to the practice of public relations, planning a PR career, 
and acquiring the skills needed in public relations.

The Union Broadcasting System (UBS) produces news 
programming and documentaries for local news outlets, 
the online news source West Tennessee Today, and Union’s 
basketball games. UBS also provides opportunities for students 
to strengthen contacts with professionals in the industry. 

The Union Debate Team
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220. Digital Storytelling (3) F,S
An introductory course to visual storytelling using a variety of 
digital media. Students will learn to create and deliver compelling 
and emotionally engaging narratives for a variety of purposes, 
combining video, still images, audio and interactivity.  

230. Television Production (3) F
Overview of the elements of production: cameras, sound, 
lighting, and videotape recording using a switcher. Students 
work with these in producing television programs. 

235. Interpersonal Communication (3) F, W, S, Su
Identify communication problems in interpersonal relationships 
including ethical communication, self-disclosure, perception, 
interviewing, conflict management, verbal and nonverbal 
communication. The student will exhibit competent language 
skills through oral reports, working in dyads and small groups, 
and class simulations.

236. Digital Photography (3) F, S
The basics of seeing a story-telling photograph and learning 
to apply the basics of photography to help communicate a 
message. Emphasis will be placed on setting high standards 
of visual integrity and communication ethics and on 
developing an understanding of the role of photojournalism 
in shaping and reflecting contemporary society. The history 
of photojournalism, current trends, and the varied challenges 
found in this field will be explored.

238. Development of Cinema (3) S—Odd Years
Historical survey of motion pictures with emphasis on major 
movements, genres, and themes in narrative film from the 
early silent era, early talking pictures, the studio system, and 
post-classical cinema.

240. Acting Theory and Technique (3) F—Even Years
Various acting theories and practices with emphasis on exercises 
in physical training, vocal reproduction, character projection, 
and the aesthetics of acting.

242. Communication Theory and Research (3) F
Focuses on practical research associated with the pursuit of a 
degree in communication. Emphasis is on developing a research 
attitude, research skills, and a research vocabulary. Deals with 
surveys, validity, and the interpretation of data. 

245. Broadcast Performance (3) S
Development of professional vocal, visual, personality, and 
performance skills by use of simulated newscasts, interviews, 
and script narrations.

299. Practicum (1) F, W, S, Su
Practical hands-on experience in journalism, public relations, 
advertising, speech, or theatre. Students work with a faculty 
member on specific projects that will enhance their knowledge 
and expertise in their concentration. May be taken three times.

303. On-Camera Acting (3) S—Every Other Year
This course will focus on developing basic screen acting 
skills, including playing for various camera shots and angles, 
continuity, reaction shots, etc. Acting styles for Television, film 
genres, and commercials, will be explored, as well as auditioning 
techniques. Students will learn how to self-tape and develop 
material for website or reels. Small in class production projects, 







76COMMUNICATION ARTS

426. Professional Portfolio (3) S
Prerequisite: COM 336.
This course will explore the many variations of portfolio 
presentation in today's marketplace and the content needed 
to present a well-rounded collection. Preparation of a portfolio 
based upon research in the student's areas of interest will be the 
primary focus of the class. .

427. Interactive Media II (3) S
Prerequisite: COM 327.
Project-based approach toward developing skills in the 
creation of interactive media using industry standard software, 
interactive design theories, needs assessment, and project 
management procedures.

430. Communications Law (3) F
Prerequisite: Senior standing.
The legal controls and government regulations on mass media. 
Students will study case precedents involving the freedom and 
rights of the press and broadcasters.

438. Censorship and Propaganda in Film (3) As Needed
The practice and patterns of censorship in cinema. Issues 
include local and state censorship boards, legal challenges, 
organized public pressure, and self-regulatory efforts by the 
industry. The use of film as propaganda, including Soviet 
cinema theory, Nazi film propaganda, and American use of 
film in supporting war efforts will be considered.

445. Final Portfolio (1) S
This course serves as the capstone course for all theatre 
majors. They will refine their portfolios and websites to 
reflect professional standards. In addition, they will craft their 
statement as a Christian artist.

481. Internship in Photojournalism (3) F, W, S, Su
Prerequisite: Three courses required in the Photojournalism 
minor; permission of the chair.
The main purpose of an internship in Photojournalism 
is to provide the minor with an opportunity to practice 
and enhance their skills and knowledge in a real-world 
environment. The experience is more than a job in the sense 
that it continues the student’s education at a higher level 
of engagement. It is also an opportunity for the student 
to connect what they are learning in the classroom to an 
authentic experience in their discipline. 

483. Internship in Digital Media (3) F, W, S, Su
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490. Senior Thesis (1-3) F, S, W, Su
This course serves as an optional capstone or Discipline 
Specific Honors project, presentation, or paper for majors 
in Communication Arts. Focuses on competencies in the 
following areas: Must be taken during senior year. Majors in 
the Honors Program must take a 3 hour Senior Seminar. 

494. Special Studies in Theatre (1–4) F

Available in multiple departmental prefix:

170-270-370-470.  Debate Practicum (1 each) F,S
Corequisite:  Participation in the Union Debate Team.
Practical experience in the field of academic debate, public 
speaking and critical thinking. A maximum of 8 hours may 
apply toward graduation.

179-279-379-479. External Domestic Study Programs (1-3) As 
Needed
All courses and their applications must be defined and 
approved prior to registering.

179PF-279PF-379PF-479PF. External Domestic Study 
Programs (Pass/Fail) As Needed
All courses and their applications must be defined and 
approved prior to registering.

180-280-380-480. Study Abroad Programs (1-4) 
All courses and their applications must be defined and 
approved prior to travel.

180PF-280PF-380PF-480PF. Study Abroad Programs (Pass/
Fail) As Needed
All courses and their applications must be defined and 
approved prior to travel.

195-6-7. Special Studies (1-4) 
295-6-7. Special Studies (1-4) 
Lower-level group studies which do not appear in the regular 
departmental offerings.

395-6-7. Special Studies (1-4) 


