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AN OVERVIEW OF THE UNIVERSITY

Our Identity

Union University is an academic community, affiliated
with the Tennessee Baptist Convention, equipping persons to
think Christianly and serve faithfully in ways consistent with
its core values of being excellence-driven, Christ-centered,
people-focused, and future-directed. These values shape its
identity as an institution which prioritizes liberal arts based
undergraduate education enhanced by professional and
graduate programs. The academic community is composed of
quality faculty, staff, and students working together in a caring,
grace-filled environment conducive to the development of
character, servant leadership, and cultural engagement.

Our Core Values

= Excellence-Driven: We believe that excellence, not mere
compliance, is the goal of our teaching, our research, and
our service. We are not motivated to excellence out of pride
but out of a desire to do all things for God’s glory because
He cares about our work and wants to be involved in
everything we do. We will not be satisfied with mediocrity,
but will pursue excellence in all things. This means our
truth claims carry with them the challenge of living out
that truth in the minutes and hours of our daily life. Thus
we will pursue excellence, without arrogance.

= Christ-Centered: A cohering core value of our guiding
vision is a call to faith, a call to be Christ centered in
all that we are and in all that we do. We will seek to
build a Christian liberal arts based community where
men and women can be introduced to an understanding
and appreciation of God, His creation and grace, and
to humanity’s place of privilege and responsibility in
this world. We will seek to establish all aspects of life
and learning on the Word of God, leading to a firm

commitment to Christ and His Kingdom. To be a Christ-
centered institution calls for us to establish the priority
of worship and service in the Christian life while seeking
to develop a generation of students who can be agents of
reconciliation to a factious church in a hurting and broken
world. This commitment calls for all faculty and staff to
integrate Christian faith in all learning and doing, based
on the supposition that all truth is God’s truth and that
there is no contradiction between God’s truth made known
to us in Holy Scripture and that which is revealed to us
through creation and natural revelation.

= People-Focused: A third pillar on which we will build our
common commitments is the core value of being people

want to involve ourselves in efforts that prepare us effectively
to impact the world of the 21st Century.

Our Mission

Union University provides Christ-centered education that
promotes excellence and character development in service
to Church and society.

The University’s History

chartered by the legislature in 1825.

West Tennessee College

West Tennessee College originated in the mid-1840s when
supporters of the Academy secured a charter for a college
and received an endowment from the state to come from
the sale of public lands. Under its charter, the property rights
and governance of the Jackson Male Academy were vested
in the trustees of the College. The College offered three

degrees— bachelor of arts, bachelor of philosophy, and master of
arts— and had four departments: Moral Philosophy, Languages,
Mathematics, and Natural Philosophy and Chemistry.

Southwestern Baptist University and
Tennessee Baptist

West Tennessee College continued until 1874, when, at a
time of depressed economic conditions, the trustees offered
the College’s buildings, grounds, and endowment to Tennessee
Baptists in the hopes of attracting the southwestern regional
university planned by the state’s Baptist leaders.

Meanwhile, after years of discussion and the raising of an
endowment, the Baptists of Middle Tennessee (there were
three separate conventions in Tennessee at that time) in
1848 established Union University in Murfreesboro, near the
geographical center of the state. Union University came upon
hard times when in 1859 its highly respected president, Joseph H.
Eaton, died and when during the Civil War its campus was badly
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substitutionary death on the cross He made provision for
our redemption from sin. He was buried and rose again
the third day, and ascended to His Father, at whose right
hand He lives to make intercession for His people. He is
the only Mediator, the Prophet, Priest, and King of the
Church, and Sovereign of the universe.

4. Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of God, fully
divine, who exalts Jesus Christ. The Spirit convicts men
and women of sin, of righteousness, and judgment, enabling
them to understand the truth. He calls men and women
to the Savior, and brings about regeneration, which is a
renewal of heart and nature.

5. Humankind. God originally created humankind in His
image, and free from sin; but through the temptation of
Satan, they transgressed the command of God, and fell
from their original righteousness, whereby all humans have
inherited a sinful nature that is opposed to God, and are
thus under condemnation. As soon as they are capable of
moral action, they become actual transgressors.

6. Salvation. Salvation involves the redemption of the
whole person, and is offered freely to all who believe in
Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior; accepting and trusting in
Him alone for justification and eternal life. Justification
is God’s gracious declaration of righteousness of sinners,
who believe in Christ, from all sin, through the satisfaction
that Christ has made. Believers are also sanctified by God’s
Word and Spirit dwelling in them. Sanctification is the
process of progressing toward moral and spiritual maturity,
enabled by the presence and power of the Holy Spirit.
Those who are accepted in Christ and sanctified by the

Holy Spirit will never totally nor finally fall away from the
state of grace, but shall persevere to the end, and be kept
by the power of God through faith unto salvation.

7. The Church. The Lord Jesus Christ is the Head of
the Church, which is composed of all true followers of
Christ, and in Him is invested supremely all power for its
government. Christians are to associate themselves with
local churches; and to each church is given the authority
to administer order, to carry out ministry, to worship, and
to practice discipline.

8. Last Things. The bodies of humans after death return
to dust, but their spirits return immediately to God-the
righteous to rest with Him; the wicked to be reserved
under darkness to the judgment. God in His own time
and in His own way, will bring the world to its appropriate
end. According to His promise, Jesus Christ will return
personally and visibly in glory to the earth. At the last
day, the bodies of all the dead, both just and unjust,
will be raised. God has appointed a day, when He will
judge the world by Jesus Christ, when all people shall
receive according to their deeds; the wicked shall go into
everlasting punishment; the righteous, into everlasting life.

This Statement of Faith does not exhaust the extent of our
beliefs. The Bible itself, as the inspired and infallible Word of God
that speaks with final authority concerning truth, morality, and the
proper conduct of mankind, is the sole and final source of all that
we believe. With respect to faith, doctrine, practice, policy, and
discipline, the Board of Trustees is the final arbiter on the Bible’s
meaning and application for the purposes of the University.

External Associations

Accredited By

Union University is accredited by the Southern Association
of Colleges and Schools Commission on Colleges to award
associate, baccalaureate, masters, education specialist, and
doctoral degrees. Contact the Commission on Colleges at 1866
Southern Lane, Decatur, Georgia, 30033-4097 or call 404-679-
4500 for questions about the accreditation of Union University.

Normal inquiries about the institution, such as admission
requirements, financial aid, educational programs, etc.,
should be addressed directly to the institution and not to the
Commission’s office. The University also has the following
discipline-specific accreditation:

Accreditation Council for Pharmacy Education

Accrediting Board for Engineering and Technology,

Engineering Accreditation Commission

American Chemical Society

Association to Advance Collegiate Schools of Business

Commission on Accreditation for Athletic Training Education

Council on Accreditation of Nurse Anesthesia

Educational Programs

Commission on Collegiate Nursing Education

Council on Social Work Education

National Association of Schools of Art and Design

National Association of Schools of Music

National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education

Member Of

American Association of Colleges of Nursing
American Association for Colleges of Teacher Education
American Association of Collegiate Registrars and
Admissions Officers
Association to Advance Collegiate Schools of Business
Association of Baccalaureate Social Work
Program Directors
Associations for Christians in Student Development
Association of Independent Liberal Arts Colleges for
Teacher Education
Association of Southern Baptist Colleges and Schools
Commission on Collegiate Nursing Education
Concurrent Admissions Program
Council for Christian Colleges and Universities
Council of Colleges of Arts and Sciences
Council on Undergraduate Research
Council for the Advancement and Support of Education
Evangelical Council for Financial Accountability
National Art Education Association
National Association of College Admissions Counselors
National Council for State Authorization Reciprocity
North American Association of Christians in Social Work
Service Members Opportunity Colleges
Southern Council of Collegiate Education for Nursing
Tennessee Association for Counseling and Development
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Tennessee Association of Collegiate Registrars and
Admission Officers

Tennessee College Association

Tennessee Independent College and Universities Association

State Board Approvals

Educator Preparation Program, Tennessee State
Department of Education
Tennessee Health Related Boards

The Campus

The uniqueness of the Union University campus, located
on U.S. Highway 45 Bypass and Union University Drive
in Northwest Jackson, is related to the academic facilities
and student housing. Union’s campus is designed with the
student as its axis. All facilities, programs, and personnel are
interrelated in an attempt to meet the needs of students.

In addition to the main campus in Jackson, Union
University opened a second campus in the Memphis suburb of
Germantown, Tennessee, in 1997. Because of the rapid growth
of the campus, the faculty and staff offices, classrooms and
computer lab facilities moved to a new location in June 2001.
Continued demands for growth and expansion of programs
warranted a renovation in 2003 to include additional nursing
labs, classrooms, conference rooms, and offices.

Union also has an off-campus site in Hendersonville,
Tennessee. The Hendersonville campus is located at the
strategic intersection of Indian Lake Boulevard. and Maple
Drive. The attractive 26,000 square foot multi-purpose facility
effectively serves the expanding program offerings in the
middle Tennessee area.

Penick Academic Complex

The Penick Academic Complex houses the G.M. Savage
Memorial Chapel, Fred DeLay Gymnasium, E.T. “Rocky”
Palmer Activities Center, Vocatio Center, W. D. Powell
Theatre, Waldrop Administrative Center, Union Station,
Information Technology, Hundley Center for Academic
Enrichment, and the Warren Jones Academic Suite. The
Complex includes the departments of Art, Computer Science,
Engineering, English, History, Language, Mathematics,
Physics, Political Science, Psychology, Sociology and Family
Studies, Physical Education, Wellness and Sport, as well as the
Intercultural Studies Program and the Center for Intercultural
Engagement.

The Waldrop Administrative Center contains the offices
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http://www.uu.edu/studentlife/handbook/
http://www.uu.edu/studentlife/handbook/
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Academic Probation and Suspension

After completion of 9 graduate hours at Union University,
a graduate student whose cumulative GPA from courses
taken at Union University for graduate credit is below 3.0
will be placed on academic probation. A graduate student
whose GPA from courses taken at Union is below 2.5 will
be suspended from the graduate degree program. While
suspended from the degree program, the student may, in an
effort to improve the GPA, repeat courses in which a grade of
C or F has been received. When the student’'s GPA has been
raised to 2.5 or higher, the student may apply for readmission
to the degree program. See also each program for program
specific progression policies. (For pharmacy students, this
component is monitored by the Academic and Progression
Review Committee of the School of Pharmacy. Continued
enrollment eligibility in the School of Pharmacy is deemed
to be satisfactory academic progress for financial aid eligibility
since the School’s standards are more stringent than Federal
requirements.)

A graduate student suspended from the graduate program is
not eligible to file for Veterans Administration Benefits.

Academic Grievance and Appeal
Procedures

Orderly procedures are provided by which a student may
be heard concerning a just academic grievance. Procedures
are outlined in the Campus Life Handbook for the student who
wishes to register dissatisfaction with the quality of instruction
or performance of a professor.

Both the Campus Life Handbook and the Faculty Handbook
detail the procedure for a formal grade appeal. The student
should first ask the instructor how the grade was determined.
It is hoped that most problems can be resolved at this level.

A student who wishes to appeal for a variance from graduate
policies or procedures such as admission to or dismissal from
a graduate program should direct a written petition to the
academic dean requesting the variance and carefully outlining
the reasons for the request. If the student is dissatisfied with the
dean’s response to the petition, the student may then appeal
the dean’s decision to the Graduate Appeals Committee
following the sequence of the appeal procedures outlined in
the current Campus Life Handbook

Admission Information

General Admission Requirements

1. Completed application for the specific program, including
payment of a $25 application fee.

2. Official transcript(s) showing all course work, completion
of baccalaureate degree(s), and all graduate credit
previously attempted. Even if withdrawal occurred prior
to earning credits and even if those credits do not apply to
the current degree being sought, official transcripts must
be sent from each institution.

Other program specific admission requirements are
included in the program sections of this Catalogue.

Additional Admission Requirements for
International Students

All international students will meet the same requirements
for regular admission to the University and for admission to the
specific graduate program intended. International students will
be required to complete the International Student Application
for Admission as well as the application for admission to the
specific graduate program intended and a $50.00 application fee.
All documents must be in English, and the official transcripts
must be certified English translations. The following additional
requirements must be met:

A.A physical examination.

B. Student insurance approved by Union University.

C. A financial affidavit.

D.Proof of English proficiency.

From a country where the native language is English,
students will be admitted on academic credentials without
regard to language requirements. Academic requirements will
be the same as for regular admission.

From a country where the native language is not English,
students must show proof of English proficiency with scores
from TOEFL, IELTS, or iTEP test centers. Proficiency scores
may vary by program.

From another accredited institution of higher learning in
the United States, international students will be required to
meet the same requirements for admission as well as meeting
the required TOEFL score.

Each international student shall prepay or show responsible
evidence (such as a government scholarship) of having an
adequate sum of money for one academic year. This money
shall be enough to cover tuition and other expenses for the
student while enrolled at Union University. Declaration of
Finances forms are available in the Admissions Office.

An 1-20 form may be issued only after admission
requirements and the above monetary requirements have
been satisfied.

Special Categories of Admission

Provisional Students

With limited exceptions, provisional students are
enrolled in eligible programs for the purpose of obtaining a
degree from Union University. These students do not have
immediate access to official documents in order to be fully
admitted. Any credit taken while in this status will not be
transferred as regular matriculated credit until the status has
officially been changed. Students will be required to submit
all outstanding items to complete the admissions file in order
for the provisional status to be changed.

The student will be bound by all general academic
requirements imposed upon regular matriculated students so
far as prerequisites, amount of work, and quality of work are
concerned. All work completed or attempted will be fully
documented in the Academic Center.
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The student will sign a contract at the time of admission
defining the status of a provisional student accepting the
limitation of that status. The student must also sign a waiver
so that Union University will have the right to request those
documents needed to complete the admission file.

A student may remain on provisional status for only
one semester and the subsequent short term unless special
circumstances exist and permission for an extension is given
in writing by the Program Director. A personal conference
with the Program Director may be required before the student
is accepted for admission on a provisional basis.

Non-Degree Seeking Students

Some students may be admitted in this category if they
desire to take courses primarily for special interest or on
a “visiting student” basis. Often these special students are
enrolled in other institutions and are enrolled for only one
or two terms at Union. Students must submit an application
to the appropriate graduate school, pay the application fee
(nonrefundable), and submit an official transcript as proof
of at least the baccalaureate degree. Students must meet
all requirements for admission to change from Non-Degree
Seeking status to Degree Seeking status. A maximum of 6
hours may be taken as a Non-Degree student.

Registration Information
Registration dates for each term are given in the calendar
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Financial Information

Expenses Due and Payable

All expenses for the semester, after subtraction of financial
aid, are due and payable before the beginning of classes for that
semester. A 1.5% service charge will be assessed monthly on all
outstanding student account balances.

Failure of a student to keep payments current will make
him/her liable for exclusion from class attendance and from
the university. All charges must be paid before the student
may receive a diploma or academic transcript or enroll for a
subsequent term. Students preregistering for a semester must
have their current account paid in full; subsequent withdrawal
will still incur fees.

The General Student Fee covers a variety of University
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2. Days one through four. . .100% less $40 per course
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www.uu.edu/financialaid/graduate
http://www.uu.edu/financialaid/gradhowtoapply.cfm
http://www.uu.edu/financialaid/veteranservices.cfm

