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Our Identity
Union University is an academic community, affiliated 

grace-filled environment conducive to the development of 
character, servant leadership, and cultural engagement.

Our Core Values
• 	Excellence-Driven: We believe that excellence, not mere 

compliance, is the goal of our teaching, our research, and 
our service. We are not motivated to excellence out of pride 
but out of a desire to do all things for God’s glory because 
He cares about our work and wants to be involved in 
everything we do. We will not be satisfied with mediocrity, 
but will pursue excellence in all things. This means our 
truth claims carry with them the challenge of living out 
that truth in the minutes and hours of our daily life. Thus 
we will pursue excellence, without arrogance. 

• 	Christ-Centered: A cohering core value of our guiding 
vision is a call to faith, a call to be Christ centered in 
all that we are and in all that we do. We will seek to 
build a Christian liberal arts based community where 
men and women can be introduced to an understanding 
and appreciation of God, His creation and grace, and to 
humanity’s place of privilege and responsibility in this world. 
We will seek to establish all aspects of life and learning on 
the Word of God, leading to a firm commitment to Christ 
and His Kingdom. To be a Christ-centered institution calls 

for us to establish the priority of worship and service in 
the Christian life while seeking to develop a generation of 
students who can be agents of reconciliation to a factious 
church in a hurting and broken world. This commitment 
calls for all faculty and staff to integrate Christian faith 
in all learning and doing, based on the supposition that 
all truth is God’s truth and that there is no contradiction 
between God’s truth made known to us in Holy Scripture 
and that which is revealed to us through creation and 
natural revelation. 

•	 People-Focused: A third pillar on which we will build our 
common commitments is the core value of being people 
focused. At the heart of our commitment to being people 
focused is the visible demonstration of valuing one another. 
We will give honor to one another through our words and 
actions, and by committing to each person’s success. We 
therefore jointly commit ourselves to the success of Union 
University. 

• 	Future-Directed: We will seek to maximize the windows 
of opportunity the Lord has presented to us to the greatest 
degree that resources allow. All of our resources and efforts 
must, by God’s grace, be maximized to fulfill our common 
mission. A commitment to being future directed means we 
want to have a short-term focus and a long term view. We 
want to involve ourselves in efforts that prepare us effectively 
to impact the world of the 21st Century. 

Our Mission
Union University provides Christ-centered education that 

promotes excellence and character development in service 
to Church and society.

The University’s History 
Union University is an heir of three antebellum Tennessee 

schools—West Tennessee College and its predecessor, Jackson 
Male Academy, both located at Jackson, and of Union 
University, located at Murfreesboro—and it is the inheritor 
of another college in 1927, Hall-Moody Junior College of 
Martin, Tennessee.

Jackson Male Academy, founded February 3, 1823, shortly 
after the opening of West Tennessee for settlement, was 
chartered by the legislature in 1825.

West Tennessee College
West Tennessee College originated in the mid-1840s when 

supporters of the Academy secured a charter for a college and 
received an endowment from the state to come from the sale 
of public lands. Under its charter, the property rights and 
governance of the Jackson Male Academy were vested in the 
trustees of the College. The College offered three degrees— 
bachelor of arts, bachelor of philosophy, and master of arts— 
and had four departments: Moral Philosophy, Languages, 
Mathematics, and Natural Philosophy and Chemistry. 

AN OVERVIEW OF THE UNIVERSITY

3OVERVIEW





Our Statement of Faith
1. The Scriptures. The Scriptures of the Old and New 

Testament were given by inspiration of God, and are the 
only sufficient, certain and authoritative rule of all saving 
knowledge, faith, and obedience.

2.	God. There is but one God, the Maker, Preserver and Ruler 
of all things, having in and of Himself, all perfections, being 
infinite in them all; and to Him all creatures owe the highest 
love, reverence and obedience. He exists eternally in three 
persons:  Father, Son, and Holy Spirit each with distinct 
personal attributes, but without division of nature, essence or 
being. God ordains or permits all things that come to pass, and 
perpetually upholds, directs and governs all creatures and all 
events; yet so as not to destroy the free will and responsibility 
of intelligent creatures.

3.	Humankind. God originally created humankind in His 
image, and free from sin; but through the temptation of 
Satan, they transgressed the command of God, and fell 
from their original righteousness, whereby all humans have 
inherited a sinful nature that is opposed to God, and are thus 
under condemnation. As soon as they are capable of moral 
action, they become actual transgressors.

4.	Jesus Christ. The second person of the Trinity is the 
eternal Son of God. In his incarnation Jesus Christ was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. 
Jesus perfectly revealed and did the will of God, taking 
upon Himself human nature, yet without sin. He honored 
the divine law by His personal obedience, and by His 
substitutionary death on the cross He made provision for 
our redemption from sin. He was buried and rose again the 
third day, and ascended to His Father, at whose right hand 
He lives to make intercession for His people. He is the only 
Mediator, the Prophet, Priest and King of the Church, and 
Sovereign of the universe.

5.	Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of God, fully 
divine, who exalts Jesus Christ. The Spirit convicts men 
and women of sin, of righteousness, and judgment, enabling 
them to understand the truth. He calls men and women 
to the Savior, and brings about regeneration, which is a 
renewal of heart and nature.

6.	Salvation. Salvation involves the redemption of the whole 
person, and is offered freely to all who believe in Jesus Christ 
as Lord and Savior; accepting and trusting in Him alone for 
justification and eternal life. Justification is God’s gracious 
declaration of righteousness of sinners, who believe in 
Christ, from all sin, through the satisfaction that Christ has 
made. Believers are also sanctified by God’s Word and Spirit 
dwelling in them. Sanctification is the process of progressing 
toward moral and spiritual maturity, enabled by the presence 
and power of the Holy Spirit. Those who are accepted in 
Christ and sanctified by the Holy Spirit will never totally nor 
finally fall away from the state of grace, but shall persevere 
to the end, and be kept by the power of God through faith 
unto salvation.

7.	The Church. The Lord Jesus Christ is the Head of 
the Church, which is composed of all true followers of 
Christ, and in Him is invested supremely all power for its 
government. Christians are to associate themselves with 
local churches; and to each church is givng amh 





Hammons Hall
Hammons Hall contains the Offices of Institutional 

Advancement, Alumni Relations, and University 
Communications, as well as the LifeWay Bookstore.

Jennings Hall
Jennings contains the departments of Communication 

Arts and Music and the School of Theology and Missions, 
as well as the R. C. Ryan Center for Biblical Studies and 
Hartley Recital Hall.

White Hall
White Hall houses the departments of Biology and 

Chemistry as well as the School of Nursing.
The Edward P. Hammons Center for Scientific Studies is 

located in White Hall.

Providence Hall
Providence Hall houses the administrative and faculty 

offices and state-of-the-art classrooms for the School of 
Pharmacy as well as the simulation labs for the School of 
Nursing and the Center for Excellence in Health Care 
Practice.

Luther Hall
Luther Hall houses the Center for Just and Caring 

Communities and provides conference spaces for various 
functions.

Center for Continuing and Professional 
Studies

Located at Emporium Drive, the Center contains the 
Testing Center for the University in addition to the offices and 
classrooms for Department of Continuing and Professional 
Studies.

Residence Halls
Single student housing is arranged in two residence 

complexes. Student apartments include four private bedrooms 
and a kitchen. The Heritage Residence Complex and the 
Ayers Quad primarily house new students/ freshmen. The 
McAfee Commons building in the Heritage Complex 
houses the Residence Director and Assistant Residence 
Director and provides facilities for lounge areas, laundry and 
recreation. The Grace, Hope, Hurt and Watters Quads house 
upperclassmen and a limited number of freshmen. The Bowld 
Student Commons Building houses male and female residence 
directors for The Quads. The Commons provides additional 
lounge, recreation, and classroom space.

Graduate and family housing is located in the Warmath 
Apartments. The complex consists of 20 two-bedroom 
apartments. 

Hyran E. Barefoot Student Union 
Building

The Barefoot Student Union Building houses the Student 
Dining Hall, Executive Dining Room, Lexington Inn, Eldon 
Byrd Faculty Lounge, Barefoots Joe coffeehouse, Harvey 
Auditorium, University Services and Mail Services, offices 
for Student Services (Dean of Students, Assistant Dean 
of Students, Student Government Association, Student 
Activities Council, Counseling, Student Leadership 
Development, Residence Life, Health Services, and 
University Security), offices of Undergraduate Admissions, 
Financial Planning, Enrollment Services, Campus Ministries 
(Missionary-In-Residence), and Prayer Chapel.


