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MASTER OF SOCIAL WORK

Program Delivery
The MSW Program accepts students as full-time or part-

time students beginning in fall semester. Students entering 
with a degree other than the BSW must complete 60 credit 
hours in two or three years to complete the program. Qualified 
applicants with the BSW may be eligible for the Advanced 
Standing program, which requires 33 hours to complete 
the MSW in one year full-time or two years part-time. 
Qualifications include graduation with the BSW from a 
CSWE-accredited program, a GPA of at least 3.0, completed 
application, and references that meet the standards of the 
MSW Admissions Committee. (More information appears 
below.) This degree is not offered in a totally online format; 
however, depending on the content, both classroom and 
online options appear throughout the academic year.

www.uu.edu/msw/

Accreditation
The M.S.W. program is accredited by the Council on Social 

Work Education (CSWE).

Graduate Program Admission 
Requirements

Admission to the program will be based on competitive 
selection from the pool of applicants who meet the following 
admission requirements:

1. Completion of a baccalaureate degree from a 
regionally accredited college or university.

2. Official transcript(s) showing all course work, 
completion of baccalaureate degree(s), and all graduate 
credit previously attempted. Even if withdrawal 
occurred prior to earning credits and even if those 
credits do not apply to the current degree being sought, 
official transcripts must be sent from each institution.

3. Three letters of professional/academic reference 
specifying the applicant’s capabilities for graduate study.

4. Completed application, including essay, with 
application fee of $25.

5. Cumulative GPA of at least 2.65 for the baccalaureate 
degree. 

6. A completed immunization form.
7. An interview with the Social Work Admissions 

Committee may be requested.  
8. The following personal qualities: Self-awareness, 

empathy, objectivity, appreciation of diversity, 
professional commitment, critical thinking ability, 
effective oral and written communication skills, and the 
ability to advocate for and empathize for and with others.

Program Options:

Option One: Advanced Standing 
A student with a B.S.W. degree from a CSWE-accredited 

undergraduate program may apply for admission to the	 Standing option.

I.	 Required Core: 24 hours
A.	SW 599 Advanced Standing Bridge Course
B.	SW 605 Psychopathology
C.	SW 623 Theory and Ethics for Advanced Practice
D.	SW 631 Practice and Program Evaluation
E.	SW 650 Advanced Practice with Individuals and 

Families
F.	 SW 660 Advanced Practice in Community 

Development and Administration
G.	SW 690 Field Seminar III
H.	SW 691 Field Seminar IV

II.	Electives:  9 hours

SCHOOL OF SOCIAL WORK

http://www.uu.edu/msw/
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Option Two: Full-time (Two years)
A minimum of 60 semester hours of approved graduate 

work is required for completion of the full-time 2-year option. 
In addition, each student will complete 300 clock hours of 
field practicum in the first year and 600 clock hours of field 
practicum in the second year.

I.	 Required Core:  51 hours
A.	SW 500 Human Behavior and the Social 

Environment I
B.	SW 501 Human Behavior and the Social 

Environment II
C.	SW 510 Social Welfare and Social Justice
D.	SW 520 Practice I: Communities and Organizations
E. 	SW 521 Foundations for Research
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Financial Information
The registration of a student signifies an agreement by the 

student to fulfill the related financial obligations.
Tuition  $520/semester hour for the 2016-2017 MSW 

program. 
Non-degree seeking post-baccalaureate students 	

...................................................$520/semester hour
Application Fee (non-refundable, one time only).$25
General Student Fee......................................$20/hour
Course Drop Fee...................................................  $10
Insurance fee (per year) if student does not have 

private insurance .............................................. $25
Field Instruction Fee (SW 590, 591, 690, 691)	

.........................$ 100 per Field Seminar enrollment
Cap and Gown Purchase ....................approx. $40-50
Advanced Standing Student Fee (SW 599)........ $25
 
There are two methods for the payment of expenses.
1.	Full payment for a term (winter, fall, spring, summer, 

or other non-regular term) is due prior to or on the 
day of registration for classes. 

2.	Payment may be made in two equal payments, 
with one-half due at the time of registration and 
the balance due halfway through the term. A 1.5% 
service charge will be added to the unpaid balance 
following the initial payment.

For students who have a definite commitment of financial 
aid from the Student Financial Planning Office the total cost 
for the term and the financial aid allocation is the amount 
payable by the student to the university.

Any combination of the following payment is available.
1. Check, cash, or credit card (MasterCard, Discover, 

American Express)- a 2 ½  % service charge will be 
applied when payment is by credit card.

2. Federal Stafford loan
3. Employer reimbursement
4. FACTS (an electronic monthly draft from a savings 

or checking account)
All financial information is subject to change without 

notice.

Financial Assistance

Federal Stafford Loans
Students enrolled in the Master of Social Work program for 

a minimum of six hours per semester, fall or spring, may apply 
for the Federal Stafford Loan. The Stafford loan application 
process will require that you:

1. Complete and forward the FAFSA (Free Application 
for Federal Student Aid) to the federal government 
with Union University’s code of 003528.

2. Complete a Union Financial Aid Application and 
forward to the Union University Student Financial 
Planning Office.

3. For more information, contact the Student 
Financial Planning Office at 731-661-5015 or go to 
www.uu.edu/financialaid.

If a Federal Stafford Loan is not approved and available at 
the time of registration, the student must assume the cost by 
paying in full by check, cash, credit card, or FACTS.

Veterans
Union University is approved to offer educational benefits 

to veterans, reservists, and dependents who qualify for 
veterans benefits. Any person who qualifies for the above 
should check with the Student Financial Planning Office as 
soon as possible upon registration.

Employer Tuition Reimbursement
1. Students are responsible for providing information to the 

university 	 responsible	
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623. Theory and Ethics for Advanced Practice (3)
The capstone course for the Masters in Social Work degree 
addressing the integration of professional knowledge, values, 
and skills under a rubric of theoretical and ethical practice.

631. Practice and Program Evaluation (3)
Advanced graduate level research course designed to offer the 
student an opportunity to demonstrate advanced theoretical 
and practical approaches to program planning, development, 
grant writing, evaluation, and monitoring.

650. Advanced Practice with Individuals and Families (3)
An advanced course in social work practice with individuals 
and families focusing on evidence-based and culturally 
competent practice. Various theories and methods for work with 
individuals and families will be explored in depth with an aim 
toward equipping the advanced practitioner for skilled practice.

660. Advanced Practice in Community Development and 
Administration (3)
This advanced course in administrative and community 
practice focuses on leadership skills for use in advanced 
generalist practice. Planned change processes, program 
development and administration, teamwork, consensus 
organizing, grant writing and program management expertise 
are contexts for social work leadership.

690, 691.   Field Seminar III and IV (3 each)
Students participate in the advanced field seminars during 
the graduate level concentration year field practicum. Field 
seminar  III and IV are designed to assist the student with 
processing the advanced   year field experiences and in 
applying classroom learning to practice.

Social Work Electives 
The School of Social Work offers a selection of elective 

classes each year. Nine hours of elective credit are required 
for the M.S.W. These elective classes give students an 
opportunity to specialize in particular fields of social work 
practice or to explore social problems in depth.

522. Aging Issues and Services (3)
This is a graduate overview course that will introduce a wide 
variety of issues related to aging. It will aid the student to 
understand the complexity of the aging process from the 
perspective of the individual, the family, society, and social 
policy using senior mentors who will attend, respond to class 
lectures and participated in role play exercises.

523. Trauma-Focused Cognitive Based Therapy (3)
This course will introduce the students to the concepts, 
components, and skills underlying evidenced-based treatment 
for traumatized children and youth.  There will be specificity 
placed on trauma-focused cognitive behavioral therapy, as 
well as focus given on how to integrate the knowledge, values, 
and skills as an advanced generalist practitioner. 

524. Applied Technology in Social Work Practice (3)
This course equips graduate social work students to utilize 
emerging technologies in their daily professional practice. 
Students will become proficient in identifying specific 
hardware, software, and mobile & cloud services that can be 
employed in each phase of the planned change process in micro, 
mezzo, and macro client systems. A particular emphasis will be 
placed on how social workers can stay informed on the rapid 
development of technologies relevant to professional practice.

525. Traumatic Grief and Loss (3)
Traumatic Grief and Loss is a three-credit hour master level 
elective course that will underscore trauma-informed social 
work practice that transcends the particular type of trauma 
exposure with individuals, families, and groups of persons, but 
has special focus on those who have experienced the loss of 
a loved one 		 	
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