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COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES
DEPARTMENT OF LANGUAGE

Faculty
Jean Marie Walls (1987). Professor of Language and 
Department Chair. B.A. and M.A., Mississippi State 
University; and Ph.D., Louisiana State University. 
Additional study, Northwestern University.

Julie Glosson (1995). Professor of Language. B.A., Union 
University; M.A., and Ed.D., University of Memphis.

Cynthia Powell Jayne (1976). University Professor of 
Language and Associate Provost for International and 
Intercultural Studies. B.A., Mississippi College; M.A. 
and Ph.D., Louisiana State University; Additional study, 
Vanderbilt University, University of Kentucky, and the 
Summer Institute of Intercultural Communication.

Victoria Malone (2005). Coordinator of External 
Programming and Visiting Instructor of Language. B.A. 
and M.A., Northern Illinois University

Karen Martin (2003). Professor of Language. B.A., Samford 
University; B.A., Union University; M.A., The University 
of Alabama; D.M.L., Middlebury College.

Kristie Niemeier (2010).  Assistant Professor of Language.  
B.A., Transylvania University; M.A., University of 
Kansas; Ph.D., University of Kentucky.

Phillip G. Ryan (1997). Professor of Language and 
Coordinator of ESL Programing. B.A., Union University; 
M.A., University of Memphis; Ph.D. Indiana University 
of Pennsylvania.

Staff
Susan Johnson (2013). Academic Secretary—English 
and Languages. B.A., Harding University.

Curriculum
The Department of Language provides a multifaceted, 

innovative curriculum in language, literature, culture 
and language acquisition. The Department offers majors 
in French, Spanish, Teaching English as a Second 
Language, and Applied Linguistics with the option of 
teacher licensure in the first three. The Department's 
commitment to a strong interdisciplinary approach to the 
study of language and culture is reflected in the variety 
and scope of offerings, as well as the opportunities to 
enhance on-campus study with off-campus international 
and domestic programs.

The French and Spanish majors offer three tracks. All 
hours of the major are in one language unless the student 
has received prior written permission of the Chair. A 
minimum of 15 hours, including 490, of the major must 
be earned under the direct supervision of the faculty of 
Union University.

Students are strongly urged to complete the immersion 
experience required for the French and Spanish majors prior 
to the last semester of study at Union and to enroll in at least 
one language course after the experience. See Department 
guidelines for details about planning study abroad.

The Teaching English as a Second Language major, 
with its strong emphasis in applied linguistics and with 
its field experience opportunities, provides a supportive 
and substantive framework for participants to develop 
their understanding of language and to explore their own 
development as language teachers. The program is designed 
for those seeking employment teaching English as a second 
or foreign language.

The Applied Linguistics major offers students the 
opportunity to explore language structure, acquisition, and 
cultural context.
I. Major, French or Spanish: Language and Culture 

Track—37 hours
A. Select 6 hours: 211, 212, 213, 214 or any Upper 

level courses
B. Select 6 hours: 311, 312, 316, 317, 411, 420, 421, 

499, 395/495
C. Select 9 hours from one group and 12 hours from 

the alternative group
1. 313, 325, 330, 430, 440, 395/495
2. 213 or 214, 318, 319, 320, 419, 499, 395/495

D. 
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III. Major, French or Spanish: Teacher Education 
Track—36 hours
A. 213 and 6 hours from: 211, 212, 214 or higher—9 

hours
B. 313, 325, 330 and either 430 or 395/495—12 hours
C. Select 6 hours of Literature, Survey or Genre

1. FRE 311, 312, 317, 318, 420, 421
2. SPA 311, 312, 316, 411, 420, 395/495

D. 318, 319 or 419; 350, 490—7 hours
E. 
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Course Offerings in Arabic (ARA)
() Hours Credit; F-Fall, W-Winter,S-Spring,Su-Summer

*116. Contemporary Arabic I (6) Su
An introduction to the fundamentals of pronunciation and 
grammar of written and spoken Arabic and introductions 
to the culture and traditions of the Arab world.

*216. Contemporary Arabic II (6) Su
Pre-requisite: ARA 116 or demonstrated proficiency
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Course Offerings in Spanish (SPA) 
( ) Hours Credit; F–Fall, W–Winter; S–Spring; Su–Summer
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Course Offerings in Teaching 
English as a Second Language 
(TESL)
( ) Hours Credit; F–Fall, W–Winter; S–Spring; Su–Summer

210. Language and Content Tutoring (3) F




