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ACADEMIC PROGRAM

Definition of Academic Terms

Degrees
Union University offers eleven undergraduate degrees—

Associate of Divinity, Bachelor of Arts, Bachelor of Music, 
Bachelor of Science, Bachelor of Fine Arts, Bachelor of 
Science in Medical Technology, Bachelor of Science in 
Engineering, Bachelor of Science in Nursing, Bachelor 
of Science in Organizational Leadership, Bachelor of 
Science in Business Administration, and the Bachelor of 
Social Work—and 13 graduate degrees—the Master of 
Education, the Master of Arts in Education, the Master of 
Urban Education, the Master of Business Administration, 
the Master of Christian Studies, the Master of Science 
in Nursing, Master of Arts in Intercultural Studies, the 
Educational Specialist, the Master of Social Work, the 
Doctor of Education, the Doctor of Ministry, the Doctor 
of Nursing Practice, and the Doctor of Pharmacy. Graduate 
Studies are described in the Graduate Catalogue. 

A student may have two baccalaureate degrees 
conferred when the requirements of both have been met, 
provided the student has a minimum of 30 resident hours 
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UNDERGRADUATE ACADEMIC PROGRAMS
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Department Majors Degrees Emphases and 
Concentrations

Minors

Theology and  
Missions

Biblical Studies—Languages 
Christian Ministry and Missions
Christian Studies 
Christian Thought and Tradition
Philosophy

BA Biblical Studies
Biblical Languages
Christian Ministry
   and Missions
Christian Studies
Christian Thought 
   and Tradition
Philosophy

Sport Management BS Ministry

Christian Ministry Diploma@

ADIV@

* Teacher Licensure available
@ Available only as an Adult Studies Program
@@ Available also as an Adult Studies Program

Regulations Concerning Quantity of 
Work

The maximum hours recommended for any student is 
18 for a Fall or Spring Semester, 9 for accelerated 8-week 
sessions, and 7 for any of the three 4-week terms. However, 
a student who is highly motivated and has a 3.0 cumulative  
GPA may petition the Registrar with consent of his/her 
advisor to enroll for more than the suggested maximum.

Concurrent Enrollment
Enrollment in another college or university concurrent 

with Union University enrollment must be approved in 
advance and in writing by the Registrar. At times other 
than concurrent enrollment the Union student is advised 
to check with the Registrar about transferability.

Class Attendance
Regular and successive attendance is expected of all 

students enrolled in all lecture, laboratory, and seminar 
courses. Each faculty member is to determine the specific 
details for administering the attendance policy for his/her 
courses. Each faculty member is to clarify in the course 
syllabus the requirements. This statement is approved 
by the department chair and filed in the Office of the 
College/School Dean. Each faculty member is to counsel 
with any student whenever absences are affecting the 
student’s grade.

No faculty member is allowed to operate a system which 
penalizes a student for absences due solely to participation 
in an official college-sponsored activity which requires 
limited or occasional absences. However, the student 
must satisfy all testing, reporting, and required functions 
defined for the course.

Withdrawal From School
A student withdrawing from school, dropping all 

courses from a current semester or term, begins the process 
by completing a Withdrawal Request via the Portal. 
Students will be allowed to withdraw through 11 weeks, 
or its term equivalent, and will receive notation on their 
permanent record.

# Tennessee Public Child Welfare Certificate available
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Voluntary withdrawal does not guarantee permission 
to readmit to the University nor does it automatically 
exclude the student from enrollment at a future date. 
Students who have withdrawn must check with the Office 
of Undergraduate Admissions regarding reenrollment.

A former Union University student having less than 
a 2.0 cumulative GPA from Union University or less 
than a 2.0 cumulative GPA from all institutions attended 
will be considered for readmission by the Undergraduate 
Admission/Readmissions Committee.  The student may be 
denied admission, readmitted with conditions, or readmitted 
under their prior academic standing at Union University.

Scholastic Regulations
The only acceptable level of work for graduation at 

Union University is 2.0 or above. Those who fail to 
achieve that level will be placed on academic probation.

If the student achieves a cumulative GPA of at least 2.0, 
academic probation status will be immediately removed. 
If the student fails to achieve the 2.0 GPA, the status of 
academic probation lasts for two full semesters and the 
short term(s) that immediately follow. While the student 
is on academic probation:

1. An official notice will be sent to the student.
2. The academic advisor will monitor a program 

of studies containing repetition of courses in 
which D’s and F’s have been earned and will urge 
reduction of extracurricular activities and work.

3. The academic load will be limited to not more 
than fourteen hours.

4. An Associate Registrar will counsel students 
individually toward GPA improvement.

If by the end of the two probationary semesters a 
cumulative GPA of 2.0 has not been attained, the student will 
be suspended from the University for one full semester. There 

is no appeal permitted for this suspension. The suspension 
will be a full semester; no combination of short terms 
will substitute. Colleges typically will not admit a student 
suspended from another college; however, if credit is earned 
at another institution while the student is suspended from 
Union, that credit is not applicable toward a degree at Union.

After serving the period of suspension, the student is 
eligible to return upon application for readmission. The 
student re-enters on academic probation and is again 
given two semesters with the short term(s) that follow 
to achieve the required cumulative 2.0 GPA. If the 
satisfactory standing is not achieved, the student will again 
be suspended from the University. After a full semester 
suspension, the student desiring to return will be required 
to reapply to the Admissions Committee of the University.

Academic Integrity
Union University upholds the highest standards of 

honesty. By their enrollment at Union, students are agreeing 
to refrain from the use of unauthorized aids during testing 
(including but not limited to technology devices such as 
digital cameras, cellphone cameras, pen-based scanners, 
translation programs, and text-messaging devices), to 
refuse to give or receive information on examinations, and 
to turn in only those assignments which are the result of 
their own efforts and research. Failure to provide correct 
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Summary of Minimum Requirements 
for Graduation

These are overall minimums; individual programs may 
require a higher level of performance. Such programs are 
noted in their appropriate departmental section. This 
summary does not intend to be all inclusive nor should 
it imply entitlement. Greater detail is provided on each 
topic on the following pages.

Semester hours required for bachelor’s degree. . . . . .128
 of which, must be earned at Union University . . 25%*
 of which, must be earned on the junior/senior level. .39
 one major, to include junior/senior hours** . . . . .15* 
 one minor, to include junior/senior hours** . . . . . .6* 
Grade Point Average: cumulative . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.000
Cumulative each major . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.000
Cumulative each minor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.000
*Total credit hours to be earned at Union University to meet 

residency requirements.
**A second major may be earned in lieu of a minor. All major 

requirements are in effect for each major sought; all minor 
requirements are in effect for each minor sought.

Summary of Maximum Requirements 
for Graduation
Total semester hours applicable to graduation as earned 
by: credit by exam, ACE, Seminary Extension, and Cor-
respondence  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  32
 of which, correspondence may not exceed . . . . . . . .8
From non-baccalaureate colleges. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  72
By Independent Study . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9
By Special Study . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9
By Internship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9
By Cooperative Education. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9
By Study Abroad . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .21

Minimum Residence
For each undergraduate degree granted by Union 

University, at least 25% of the hours required must be 

earned through instruction by Union University. The last 
12 hours must be earned at Union University except in 
pre-professional programs. Any deviation from this policy 
must be authorized in writing by the Registrar.

Credit from a college not awarding the baccalaureate 
degree, a community college, sought in transfer after 
the student has earned >69 hours must be approved in 
advance, in writing by the Registrar. See also "Minimum 
Residence" below and "Concurrent Enrollment" above.

Credit by Testing Deadlines
Advanced Placement of the College Board and 

International Baccalaureate examinations can only be 
taken within the secondary school setting at the time of 
the advanced coursework.  

CLEP and DANTES testing attempts can be made 
no later than official reports may be received during the 
student’s next to last full semester preceding graduation. 
May and Summer graduation applicants must complete all 
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Specific Core Requirements For A Bachelor Of Arts Degree (18 hours minimum) 
(In Addition to the General Core Requirements)

Option One. Complete Group A plus at least one 3-hour course from Group B and at least one 3-hour course from Group C1.
A. Foreign Language (12 hours): One language for 2 years or two languages for 1 year each; 111 or higher,
B. Fine, Performing Arts, and Communication Arts: Courses selected from Art, Music or Communication Arts.
C. Humanities: Courses selected from Christian Studies, English, History, Honors, Intercultural Studies,  

Languages or Philosophy.
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Courses Beyond the Required 
General Education Core

Majors and Minors
By the beginning of the junior year, each student is 

required to select one subject as his/her major and one as 
his/her minor, with the exceptions of B.M., B.S.N, B.S.E., 
B.F.A., degrees and majors in Cell and Molecular Biology, 
Chemical Physics, Conservation Biology, Engineering, 
Exercise Science/Wellness, Sport Management, and 
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Affiliations With Other Agencies 
and Institutions

Council for Christian Colleges And 
Universities (CCCU)

Union University’s membership in the Council 
for Christian Colleges and Universities, a national 
association of 110 Christian institutions, enables us to 
offer students off-campus learning opportunities sponsored 
by or affiliated with the Council. See the Institute for 
International and Intercultural Studies for program details.

Consortium for Global Education (CGE)
The Consortium for Global Education is an association 

of nearly 50 private U.S. colleges and universities 
committed to the development of international education. 
See the Institute for International and Intercultural Studies 
for more details.

Mid-Continent Consortium
The Mid-Continent Consortium is an association 

of regional institutions that collaborate to develop 
international study programs. The consortium currently 
works with programs in Canada, France, Spain, Mexico 




