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DOCTOR OF EDUCATION IN 
EDUCATIONAL LEADERSHIP 

Available on the Jackson, Germantown, 
and Hendersonville Campuses

School of Education Mission 
Statement/Conceptual 
Framework

The mission of the School of Education is to prepare 
educators of character and competence who reflect Christ 
as they serve and lead in their schools and communities. 
The Ed.D. degree is guided by the conceptual framework 
of the Teacher Education Program: a teacher-student 
dynamic of sensitivity, reflection, and faith. The university’s 
mission is “to provide Christ-centered higher education 
that promotes excellence and character development in 
service to Church and society.”
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• Test Requirements: Official test scores from the 
Graduate Record Exam (GRE) must be forwarded 
to Union University (Institution Code: 1826), 
reflecting scores for all three sections of the GRE 
(verbal, quantitative, and writing). Results must be 
current within the last five years. For all applicants 
who are not native English speakers, a TOEFL test 
is required and official test scores must be forwarded 
to Union University (Institution Code: 1826). 

• Documentation of at least five years of relevant 
professional experience in the Education sector. 

• Career Aspiration Essay: Students must submit an 
essay, typewritten and not to exceed 750 words, 
that addresses their reasons for seeking this degree 
and program, their leadership career aspirations, 
and their future professional goals.

• Recommendations: Rating forms from four 
persons: one from the applicant’s employer 
(principal or supervisor for P–12 specialization); 
one from a previous graduate professor; and two 
from professional colleagues.

• Interview: Once the application has been reviewed, 
students may be scheduled for a personal interview. 

• 
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Time Limitations
All requirements for the doctoral degree must be 

completed within 6 years from the first semester of 
enrollment. Students needing more than 6 years to 
complete the degree must file a time extension petition 
with the Dean of the College. After successful completion 
of coursework, doctoral students must maintain continuous 
enrollment status until graduation by enrolling in EDR 
790 Dissertation each session.

Graduation Requirements
All students completing the Doctor of Education 

Degree in Educational Leadership must meet the following 
criteria for graduation.

1. Successful completion of the required 60 semester 
hours of coursework with a minimum GPA of 3.2.

2. Submission and presentation of The 
Qualifying Paper (P-12 School Administration 
Specialization).

3. Successful completion of the written and oral 
Comprehensive Examinations.

4. Submission of approved Dissertation.
5. Successful defense of the Dissertation.

Financial Information
Tuition for the Ed.D. program for the 2012-2013 year 

is $505. 

The following are non-refundable fees:
Application Fee: ....................................................... $ 50
Practicum/IL: ........................................................... $200
Graduation Fee: ......................................................... $25
Lab Fees, EDR 710, 720, 725: .................................... $15
IL Portfolio Fee (when applicable) .......................... $150

The following payment plans are available for students 
in the Ed.D. program.

1. Payment may be made by the semester with 50% due 
before classes begin and 50% due one month later.

2. FACTS monthly electronic draft from checking or 
savings.

3. Financial Aid. The Federal Stafford Loan 
(subsidized or unsubsidized) is available to Ed.D. 
students who need financial assistance. A Master 
Promissory Note must be on file in the Student 
Financial Planning Office. To qualify for a student 
loan, the graduate student must:
1. Be accepted to the Ed.D. Degree program.
2. Not be in default on a former loan or owe a 

refund on any grant.
3. Complete the FAFSA
4. Complete all applicable Graduate Application 

forms for Financial Assistance.

Doctoral Processes
The Qualifying Paper.  Required of students who 

specialize in P-12 School Administration, the Qualifying 
Paper is a substantial critical analysis of the theoretical 
and empirical literature related to educational leadership, 
which may or may not be the related to the student’s 
dissertation topic. The Qualifying Paper is completed by 
doctoral students in EDR 707-Leadership Research Seminar 
during a 10-month period in the student’s first year and a 
half of enrollment. This seminar over its three segments 
serves as experimental ground for creating a scholarly 
community among doctoral students while they explore 
communication essentials, such as evaluating research 
articles, writing academic pieces including abstracts and 
literature reviews, and examining effective presentation 
skills. The final product of the three segments of the 
seminar is the completion of the Qualifying Paper. The 
Qualifying Paper must be completed, approved, and on file 
in the graduate program office prior to enrollment in EDR 
712-Dissertation Seminar. In addition, EDR 707 prepares 
students for academic writing in other doctoral classes and 
assists students in preparation for Educational Leadership 
Comprehensive Examinations. Each student’s dissertation 
chair, who is assigned during the fall segment of this seminar, 

augments advising for the Qualifying Paper. The seminar 
instructor and the student’s dissertation chair constitute a 
Qualifying Paper Committee, with the seminar instructor 
having primary evaluation responsibility. Students present 
the Qualifying Paper to a symposium of doctoral students, 
faculty, and community as an exit requirement for EDR 707.

The Comprehensive Examinations. Upon completion 
of all courses prior to the dissertation, the student 
will receive clearance to take the written and oral 
Comprehensive Examinations when: 

• The student has earned a minimum GPA of 3.2 
in pre-dissertation coursework as specified by the 
Program of Study.

• A dissertation committee for the student has been 
approved by the Program Director.

The Comprehensive Exams serve as an integrated measure 
of assessment, and are directed at practical application of 
knowledge across the curricula. These examinations cover 
issues, practice, and research in educational leadership. The 
written exam is prepared by program directors with specific 
input from professors who write the examination questions 
and takes place over the course of three days. The written 
exam consists of questions designed to provide students 
the opportunity to demonstrate an ability to analyze and 
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synthesize pertinent knowledge in educational leadership 
while addressing significant problems and issues in their 
field. The exam is administered under supervision without 
the aid of texts or related materials. An oral Critique/
Clarification with the student’s dissertation committee 
follows. Successful completion of the comprehensive 
examination advances the student to doctoral candidacy, a 
requirement for registration for dissertation hours. No more 
than two attempts to pass the examination are permitted.

The Dissertation. The doctoral dissertation is the 
culminating experience and exit requirement of the Doctor 
of Education program. The dissertation is scholarly inquiry 
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Interstate School Leaders Licensure Consortium 
(ISLLC). 

2. Curriculum and Supervision (C&S). The C&S 
concentration is identical to the IL concentration; 
however, the C&S concentration does not require 
the practicum/internship course necessary for 
Tennessee Instructional Leadership License (C&S 
students take EDU 613 instead). This area of 
concentration is for doctoral students who desire 
the knowledge, skills, and dispositions of a school 
leader without the licensure. 

Course of Study
Both concentrations in the Ed.D. in Educational 

Leadership P-12 School Administration degree requires 
completion of a minimum of 60 semester hours with a 
maximum of 9 hours allowable for transfer by petition 
from regionally accredited masters programs and an 
additional transfer of 9 hours permissible from regionally 

accredited education specialist programs. Thirty-six of the 
first 39 hours (EDR 707 enrolls only Ed.D. students) of 
Union’s doctoral program are cross listed with the Union 
Education Specialist Degree in Educational Leadership. 
Ed.S. and Ed.D. students enroll in common courses in 
cohort style, with Ed.D. students meeting doctoral level 
expectations in research and reflection in all courses. 
Doctoral students complete a total of 60 semester hours of 
educational leadership courses that are designed to meet 
doctoral standards at the national level through NCATE 
and ISLLC.

Students who have completed the Union Education 
Specialist Degree (Ed.S.) and desire to return to complete 
the Ed.D., after having met doctoral admission standards, 
must complete a set of two “bridge” doctoral seminar 
courses before enrolling in the final 21 hours of doctoral 
research courses. The courses are EDR 707, Leadership 
Research Seminar, which includes the Qualifying Paper, 
and EDU 711, Seminar in Politics, Policy, and Instruction.

Curriculum for the Ed.D. in 
Educational Leadership 

Specialization: P-12 School 
Administration  
Concentration: Instructional 
Leadership

Prerequisites: Human Growth and Development, 
Instructional Technology, Educational Assessment

Transfer Credit by Petition: Maximum of 9 semester 
hours of master’s credit and 9 semester hours of education 
specialist credit from regionally accredited institutions 
may be applied by petition upon approval of the Ed.D. 
Program Director.

Licensure: The doctoral program with a concentration 
in Instructional Leadership (IL) leads to a recommendation 
for licensure as a principal or supervisor in instruction 
upon successful completion of the first 39 hours of the 
60-hour program and satisfactory scores on the SLLA 
exam. The coursework is designed to meet NCATE, 
ISLLC, and State of Tennessee licensure standards in 
school leadership as it integrates doctoral level outcomes 
in research, practice, and analysis.

Instructional Leadership: The Ed.D. in Educational 
Leadership (P-12 School Administration) has three 
components: Leadership Issues, Leadership Practice, and 
Leadership Research.
Leadership Issues (15 hours)
EDU 610—History and Philosophy of Education
EDU 707—Legal Issues in School Governance
EDU 714—Leadership Issues I: Theories and Strategies
EDU 715—Leadership Issues II: Planning and Finance
EDU 723—Faith and Ethics in Educational Leadership

Leadership Practice (18 hours)
EDU 702—Engaged Learning

EDU 703—Supervision
EDU 706—Organizational Decision Making
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Curriculum for the Ed.D. in 
Educational Leadership 

Specialization: P-12 School 
Administration 
Concentration: Curriculum and 
Supervision

Prerequisites: Human Growth and Development, 
Instructional Technology, Educational Assessment
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706. Organizational Decision Making (3)
Theoretical approaches to understanding complex 
organizations are examined and applied to educational 
organizations, drawn from organizational theory, 
development and behavior. Students develop effective 
solutions for interpersonal, structural, and organizational 
problems experienced in contemporary educational 
communities. Strategic planning for educational change, 
including technological, is studied.

707. Legal Issues in School Governance (3) 
Areas of the law as it impacts school administrators are 
studied including, but not limited to, sources of the law and 
the courts; the law, students and educational personnel; 
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712. Dissertation Research Seminar (1, 3)
Prerequisite: EDR 707 
This course is offered in seminar format in 3 segments. 
It serves as experimental ground for creating a scholarly 
community among doctoral students, coinciding with 
enrollment in EDR 710, 720 and 725. The seminar assesses 
researchable questions in leadership and administration in 
a student’s area of specialization resulting in a Dissertation 
Proposal. Repeated for a maximum of 3 hours credit. The 
first enrollments are graded IP (In Progress) if work is 
satisfactory or F if not. The final satisfactory enrollment 
will award 3 graded hours that repeat the IP from the 
previous enrollments such that the student earns a total 
of 3 hours when fully successful.

720. Research Methods and Design (3)
Prerequisite: EDR 710.
This course is designed to provide the student an 
opportunity to explore the issues, procedures, and problems 
associated with methods and design of qualitative and 
experimental models. Students are required to begin the 
dissertation prospectus process during this course.

725. Advanced Statistics and Design (3)
Prerequisite: EDR 720.
This course is designed to address multivariate statistical 
analysis and advanced design analysis in educational 
research. Specific attention is given to individual student 
research and the completion of the dissertation proposal.

750. Research in Higher Education (3)
The Series introduces students to the diverse, 
interdisciplinary issues of higher education while 
considering current issues and trends in higher education 
and encouraging engagement between the areas of 
practice, theory and research.

751. Dissertation Research (3)
Prerequisite: EDR 750
This course advances the student’s development as 
researcher and scholar through the assessment of 
researchable questions in higher education resulting in a 
Dissertation Proposal.

790. Dissertation (2-4)
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Ed.D. oral and 
written comprehensive examination and approval of the 
Dissertation Proposal.
The doctoral dissertation is the culminating experience 
of the Doctor of Education degree involving a scholarly 


