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SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY AND MISSIONS

Available at the Stephen Olford 
Center of the Germantown Campus

Purpose Statement
The Doctor of Ministry with an Emphasis in Expository 

Preaching is designed to enhance the art and practice of 
expository preaching.

Program Outcomes
•	 Deeper understanding of the nature and purpose 

of expository preaching, informed by a biblical, 
theological, and practical study of expository preaching

•	 Advanced competency in the preparation and delivery 
of expository sermons

•	 Demonstrable research skills evidenced by a fresh 
contribution to the praxis of expository preaching 
through a doctoral dissertation or project

•	 Expertise in advancing the ministry and practice of 
expository preaching

•	 Professional growth in related ministry dimensions 
such as personal spiritual formation, biblically balanced 
ministry, church renewal and revival, and evangelism 
and global missions

DOCTOR OF MINISTRY

•	 Greater personal spiritual maturity through an increased 
love for God, Scripture, persons, and expository 
preaching

Calendar 
The Doctor of Ministry is delivered in two semesters 

per year. All seminars are delivered on site at the Stephen 
Olford Center. Seminars will require pre-seminar 
assignments. The student begins the program with the 
Summer/Fall Semester by enrolling in the July Seminar(s). 
Seminar 1 will meet Monday through Friday of the 
second week, beginning the second Monday following 
July 5, and Seminar 2 will meet Monday through Friday 
of the third week, beginning the third Monday following 
July 5. The Winter/Spring Semester offerings include 
Seminar 1 Monday through Friday, beginning the second 
Monday after January 2, and Seminar 2 Monday through 
Friday, beginning the third Monday after January 2. Post-
seminar assignments are to be completed and courses 
graded by the end of the semester in December and 
May respectively. Faculty will announce deadlines for 
post-seminar assignments in course syllabi to meet the 
published semester grading period.

Admissions Requirements

Application Foundations
Applicants must be employed by or hold a recognized 

position in vocational Christian ministry at the time 
of their application. Preference in admission is given 
to students who have advanced preparation in biblical 
languages. The following are the minimum levels of 
education and experience that an applicant must fulfill 
before beginning seminars. 

•	 A Master of Divinity or its equivalent from 
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Biblical, Theological, and Historical Studies
1.	Old Testament , 9-12 hours, including at least 6 hours 

of survey
2.	New Testament , 9-12 hours, including at least 6 hours 

of survey
3.	Theology , 6-9 hours, including at least 6 hours of survey
4.	Church History, 6-9 hours, including at least 6 hours 

of survey
5.	Hermeneutics (Interpreting the Bible), 3-6 hours

Languages and Preaching Studies
6.	Biblical Greek , 0-9 hours
7.	Biblical Hebrew,  0-9 hours 
8.	Homiletics (Communicating the Bible),  6-9 hours

Ministry Studies
9.	Leadership or Religious Education, 3-9 hours
10.	Christian Ethics or Christian Apologetics, 3-9 hours
11.	Christian Counseling or Pastoral Care, 3-9 hours
12.	Evangelism and/or Missions, 3-9 hours

For each of these 12 categories, the first number in the right 
column is the minimum number of semester hours required 
in that category to meet Master of Divinity Equivalency. 
Thus, 51 of the 81 required semester hours are specified. 
The remaining 18 hours may be gained in a number of ways, 
including courses that fit in categories not mentioned above, 
such as spiritual formation or philosophy of religion. Thus, 
for example, all students must have earned at least 6 church 
history hours in order to meet Master of Divinity Equivalency. 
The second number in the right column is the maximum 
number of hours that students should complete in that 
category as they seek Master of Divinity Equivalency. Thus, 
for example, once prospective students have completed 9 
hours in church history, they should broaden their preparation 
by selecting courses from the other categories. The Doctor of 
Ministry Program Director provides case-by-case assessment 
of each student seeking Master of Divinity Equivalency. 
Applicants will be informed in writing when Master of 
Divinity Equivalency has been established only after Union 
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Graduation Requirements

Required Courses
DMIN 610, Critical Issues in Expository Preaching.3 hours
DMIN 615, Spiritual Formation and Expository Preaching 

.......................................................................... 3 hours
DMIN 620, Ministry Research Seminar............... 3 hours
DMIN 625, Sermon Content and Delivery......... 3 hours
DMIN 630, Expository Preaching and New Testament 

Texts.................................................................. 3 hours
DMIN 635, Expository Preaching and Old Testament 

Texts.................................................................. 3 hours
DMIN 640, Expository Preaching and Evangelism..........  

.......................................................................... 3 hours
DMIN 785-6-7, Doctoral Preaching Elective Seminar....  

.......................................................................... 3 hours
DMIN 785-6-7, Doctoral Preaching Elective Seminar....  

.......................................................................... 3 hours
DMIN 800, Project and Dissertation............... 6-12 hours
Total Program Hours...................................... 33-39 hours

Doctoral Processes
Phase 1: Ministry Research Seminar (DMIN 620).
1.	Pre-seminar week: students prepare at least three 

possible problems/projects that could become the focus 
of the DMin dissertation/project.

2.	During the seminar week: students decide on a project 
topic, determine the research model/process they will 
follow, and begin developing a bibliography. During this 
week, the professor will work with each student in helping 
secure a STM faculty member to serve as dissertation 
chair. Dissertation chairs will be finalized not later than 
one month after the end of the seminar week.

3.	During the post-seminar period: 
a.	 Students refine their topic (in conjunction with 

the professor of the research seminar and with 
their dissertation chair) and complete a proposal 
for their dissertation/project. 

b.	The dissertation chair recruits the dissertation 
committee, consisting of two other persons. One 
of these will be an STM faculty member. The 
third person may be an STM faculty member, but 
may also be a UU faculty member from another 
discipline or may be a qualified non-faculty 
member, such as a pastor.

c.	 The professor of the research seminar has 
responsibility for assigning the grade for the DMIN 
620 seminar.

Phase 2: From the completion of the Ministry Research 
Seminar to the completion of all seminars. 

1.	The dissertation chair works with the student in 
research and further development of the project.

2.	The dissertation chair works with the student and 
with the IRB (Institutional Review Board) to gain any 
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Course Descriptions: Doctor of 
Ministry (DMIN)
610. Critical Issues in Expository  Preaching (3) 
Summer
Corequisite: DMIN 615.
An examination of biblical, theological, incarnational, 
and practical principles related to the practice of ministry 
generally and preaching in particular. Included in this 
seminar will be a presentation of the “Covenant of 
Learning,” which students must fulfill on a continuing 
basis in order to remain in good standing in the program.

615. Spiritual Formation and Expository Preaching 
(3) Summer
Corequisite: DMIN 610.
An examination of the relationship between personal 
spiritual development and preaching. Models of spiritual 
growth will be discussed, emphasizing how preaching 
relates to life change in individuals, congregations, and 
societies. The relationship between God’s Word and God’s 
Spirit in expository preaching will be explored.

620. Ministry Research Seminar (3) Winter
Prerequisite: DMIN 610.
An introduction to methods of research necessary for 
completion of the DMinEP dissertation or project.

625. Sermon Content and Delivery (3) Winter
Prerequisites: DMIN 610 and 615.
Aspects of sermon content will be studied with a view to 
improving message content. Also, there will be an analysis 
and assessment of the dynamics of communication in 
relations to the practice of expository preaching. Biblical 
principles related to communication will be explored, as 
well as contemporary theory and models.

630. Expository Preaching and New Testament Texts 
(3) Summer
Prerequisites: DMIN 610 and 615.
An in-depth study of the genres of literature in the New 
Testament, focusing on hermeneutical and homiletical 
issues related to preparing expository messages from the 
New Testament.

635. Expository Preaching  and Old Testament Texts 


