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Academic Program

Definition of Academic Terms

Degrees
Union University offers nine undergraduate degrees—

Bachelor of Arts, Bachelor of Music, Bachelor of Science, 
Bachelor of Science in Medical Technology, Bachelor of 
Science in Engineering, Bachelor of Science in Nursing, 
Bachelor of Science in Organizational Leadership, 
Bachelor of Science in Business Administration, and the 
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Size of Classes
Union University is committed to providing class sizes 

that facilitate an excellent professor to student ratio. Yet 
the University reserves the right to cancel a scheduled class 
if there is not sufficient support from student enrollment.

D
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Department Majors Degrees Emphases & 
Concentrations

Minors

Christian Studies Christian Studies 
Philosophy 
  (Christian Studies) 
Philosophy (General 
  Studies) 
Church History 
Biblical Studies 
Biblical Studies 
  Languages 
Christian Ethics 
Theology 
Youth Ministry 
Sport Management

BA 
 
BA 
 
BA 
BA 
BA 
 
BA 
BA 
BA 
BA 
BS 
Diploma@

AD@

Sport Ministry

Christian Studies 
Philosophy 
Biblical Languages 
Christian Ethics 
Theology 
Youth Ministry

Communication 
Arts

Advertising 
Media Communications 
Jnahican
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General Academic Policies and 
Procedures

Change of Classes
After registration, a student may change his/her 

schedule by obtaining proper forms from Union Station, 
securing the signature of his/her advisor, and processing 
forms at Union Station.

A fee of $10.00 will be charged for dropping a course after 
the start of classes. Exceptions will be made by the Registrar 
in instances beyond a student’s control. See the University 
Calendar for the last date for changes in schedules.

D
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given two semesters with the short term(s) that follow 
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General Core Requirements for All Bachelor Degrees
Gateway Course, 2 hours
A transition course will continue to be offered until Gateway development is completed.

Christian Studies, 6 hours
CHR 111 and 112. Old and New Testament Survey

Composition, 6 hours
ENG 111 and 112. Written Composition I and II

Fine Arts, 3 hours
ART 210. The Arts In Western Civilization (3) 

History*, 6 hours
HIS 101 and 102, World Civilization to/from 18th Century
 *Students seeking elementary teacher licensure must substitute HIS 211 and HIS 212. 

Laboratory Science, 8 hours, One course from each group:
Group A:	CHE 105 (4), CHE 111 (4), PHY 111 (4), PHY 213 (4), or PHY 231 (5)
Group B:	BIO 100 (4), BIO 112 (4), BIO 121 (4), or BIO 221 (4) 

Literature, 6 hours, One of the sequences below:
Sequence A:	 ENG 201, 202. Survey of World Literature (6); 
Sequence B:	 FRE 311, 312, 317. Survey of French Literature (6), select any two; 
Sequence C:	 SPA 311, 312, 316, 317. Survey of Spanish Literature (6), select any two.

Mathematics, 3 hours
Any mathematics course MAT 101 or higher. See your advisor for mathematics requirements or options for your major. 

An\0358s\0221mtal Co�03 eal\027 Sn30435B:
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Specific Core Requirements for a Bachelor of Science Degree (18 hours minimum)
(In Addition to the General Core Requirements)

Option One. A minimum of 2 courses from 2 Groups and 1 course from the 3rd Group
A.	Mathematics 111 or higher; and/or Computer Science
B.	Natural Science (Biology, Chemistry, Physics)
C.	Social Science (Economics, Finance, Geography, Political Science, Psychology, Sociology)

Due to common content CSC 105 and CSC 115 may apply to A but not both.

Option Two. A minimum of 8 hours in 2 of the 3 Groups (Mathematics, Natural Science and Social Science as shown 
immediately above)

Due to common content CSC 105 and CSC 115 may apply to Mathematics but not both.

Specific Core Requirements for a Bachelor of Science in Business Administration
(In Addition to the General Core Requirements, 36 hours)*

ACC  211-12,  Principles of Accounting I–II� 6 hours
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Health Professions: Pre-Professional 
and Professional Curricula/Liberal 
Arts-Professional Degrees

Pre-professional programs providing the background to 
apply for entrance into the health professions programs 
listed below are available through Union University.

Chiropractry
Cytotechnology
Dental Hygiene	
Dentistry
Health Information Management
Medicine
Occupational  Therapy
Optometry
Pharmacy
Physical Therapy
Physician Assistant
Podiatry
Veterinary Medicine

Information regarding the specific requirements for each 
may be obtained from the Health Professions Advisory 
Committee (HPAC). Requirements for The University 
of Tennessee professional programs are available as well 
as for other professional schools.

Students who have completed coursework required 
for entrance into a professional health program are 
evaluated by the HPAC. The evaluation summarizes 
input from Union personnel concerning the student’s 
class performance and accomplishments, motivation, 
responsibility, capabilities, and character before making 
its recommendation to the professional school.

Students who complete the pre-professional requirements, 
core curriculum and degree requirements, including major 
and minor requirements, and 3 years residence acceptable 
to Union before entering the professional school may 
receive the B.S. degree from Union University upon 
completing one year in an approved professional school. 
The competitive nature of these programs is such that 



26

a
c
a
d
e
m

ic
 p

r
o
g
r
a
m

To satisfy the requirements for the major/minor, only 
grades of “C” or above in upper-level courses may be 
included. A minimum GPA of 2.0 must be maintained 
in each major and minor.

The student’s choice of a major may require the 
student select a Track, Endorsement, Emphasis, or 
Concentration. Track is used to describe different 
curricular paths culminating in the completion of the 
same degree. References to Endorsement are applicable 
only to the Teacher Education Program. No notation 
of the Endorsement or Track will appear on the 
student’s transcript or diploma. The terms Emphasis 
and Concentration are used interchangeably to denote 
specializations of content related to the major. These 
notations appear on the transcript and diploma as a 
Specialization of the major.

Independent Studies
Independent Studies are available for highly motivated 

students interested in areas not covered by the regular 
courses and having both aptitude and discipline to 
do independent research. The program places major 
responsibility upon the student to identify an area of 
interest and seek the help of a professor qualified in that 
area to structure and formally define the course of study 
and assess the quality of work done.

Any junior or senior who has a minimum GPA of 2.75 is 
eligible to apply for independent study. Exceptional cases 
may be reviewed by the student’s college/school dean.

No student will be permitted to enroll for more than one 
independent study per semester or term. The maximum 
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Cross-Campus Agreement
The consortium agreement of Freed-Hardeman 

University, Lambuth University, and Union University 
allows a student enrolled at one of these universities to 
take an undergraduate course at any of them. The student 
obtains permission to do so, pays tuition, and receives 
credit at his/her “home college” where he/she is a degree-
seeking registrant; the term “host college” is used for the 
institution attended for limited purposes in order to further 
his program in his home college.

Students may seek enrollment in a host school for the 
following reasons:

1.	Course scheduling difficulties, or
2.	Special programs are available at only one 

institution.
Additional information is available in the Academic 

Center.

Emma Waters Summar Library 
Agreements

The Library has entered into several formal agreements 
with other libraries and library organizations to extend its 
service base. These local, state, and regional cooperative 
library programs greatly enhance student access to 
materials and facilitate the sharing of resources. These 
agreements include but are not limited to the West 
Tennessee Academic Library Consortium, TENN-
SHARE, and the Southeastern Library Network (Solinet). 
These agreements afford cooperative ventures of the 
universities, allow inter-library loan and a full range of 
support services.

Gulf Coast Research Laboratory 
Agreement

The Gulf Coast Research Laboratory in Ocean Springs, 
MS, offers courses in marine biology to qualified Union 
students. Junior and Senior students in Biology should 
check with the Biology Department for details.

Medical Technology/Clinical 
Laboratory Science Agreements

Programs under these agreements are accredited 
by the Committee on Allied Health Education and 
Accreditation of the American Medical Association upon 
recommendation of the National Accrediting Agency for 
Clinical Laboratory Sciences (NAACLS). Each is at least 
12 months in duration with Union granting 59 semester 
hours toward the Union baccalaureate degree for which 
the student is a candidate. Union offers prerequisite courses 
for a major in Medical Technology/Clinical Laboratory 
Science at Union sufficient to fulfill the minimum 
requisites for admission to the Medical Technology/
Clinical Laboratory Science Program. Qualified students 
may sit for the certifying examination of the American 
Society of Clinical Pathologists, Board of Registry.


