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faculty
Aaron Lee Benson (1996). Professor of Art and Depart-
ment Chair. B.F.A., B.S., and M.F.A., University of Ten-
nessee at Knoxville.

Jonathan Gillette (2006). Assistant Professor of Art. 
B.S., Union University; M.F.A., The School of the Art 
Institute of Chicago.

Christopher M. Nadaskay (1993). Professor of Art. B.A., 
Southern Arkansas University; M.F.A., Texas A&M, 
Commerce.

Lori Neal Nolen (2006). Assistant Professor of Art. B.A., 
Union University; M.F.A., University of Georgia.

Curriculum
The Department of Art provides an environment and 

curriculum devoted to developing skills, stimulating criti-
cal thinking, and expressing creativity within the frame-
work of a Christian liberal arts program. In the freshman 
year art students begin a four-course visual foundations 
sequence in drawing and design. Students complete a 
four-course art history sequence and pursue visual studies 
in one of several areas of concentration. Students may also 
choose to major in Digital Media Studies. An art major 
who wishes to teach art grades K-12 may receive licensure. 
See Teacher Licensure III.

Through department activities students may participate 
in a variety of related service projects, trips, and social 
events. The University Art Gallery presents ongoing series 
of art exhibits highlighting a wide variety of professional 
artists’ work. In addition, the gallery presents an annual 
exhibit of student work and graduating senior exhibits.

Graduates of the department may continue studies at 
the graduate level or pursue work in a variety of areas 
such as digital imaging, graphics, illustration, independent 
studio art, museum gallery sales, photography, teaching, 
or web page design.

Students desiring consideration for transfer studio 
credit, advanced placement, department scholarships, and 
workships must submit a portfolio for review by the art 
faculty. Awards are based on this review and outstanding 
performance in art coursework.

I.  Major in Art—49 hours
A. Core for all Art majors–31 hours

1. ART 113, 114, 116, 117, 120, 198
2. ART 313, 314, 315, 318; Graphic Design  

Emphasis may substitute ART 319 for 318.
3. ART 398, 499

B. Choose a subset of the 3 concentrations: Drawing/ 
Painting; Ceramics/Sculpture; and Graphic Design/ 
Photography—12 hours. Application of a course 
in the other subset of the concentration is allowed 
with departmental approval.

C. 
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Course offerings in art (arT)
( ) Hours Credit; F–Fall, W–Winter; S–Spring; Su–Summer

art History
210. The Arts in Western Civilization (3) F, W, S
Prerequisite/Corequisite: HIS 101, Attendance at specified 
cultural events.
Introduction to the principal styles of fine art from archi-
tecture, music, painting, sculpture, literature, and theatre, 
giving economic, religious, social, and political reasons for 
development, as well as insight through formal analysis of 
how these forms are constructed. Appreciation of the fine 
arts as evidence of the spirit and values of specific times.

313. Art History I (3) F
Prerequisite: ART 210.
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490. Digital Media Studies Senior Seminar (3) F, S
Reciprocal with CSC and COM.
Capstone course for DMS major to bring the emphases to-
gether for exposure to the variety of fields of digital media 
and associated workplace cultures. Includes case studies, 
guest speakers, field trips, and an interdisciplinary group 
project culminating in the production of a computer-based 
portfolio for job search. 

499. Seminar III: Portfolio and Graduating Exhibit 
(2) F, S
Prerequisite: Consent of the Department; ART 198, 398.
Portfolio selection, compilation, and documentation of 
student’s work in the chosen area of concentration. Stu-
dents must present an exhibition of their work in a gallery 
setting. Work exhibited may represent both primary and 
secondary concentrations. 

Teacher licensure
325. Art in the Elementary Schools (3) F, S
A course designed for the elementary teacher developing 
art skills drawn from study units in art appreciation. No 
credit toward a major in art.

357. Instructional Design VII: Integrating Art into 
Classroom Instruction (2) F, S
Design and implementation of instruction with attention 
to current issues, problems, and practices in the field, 
including integration of art in classroom instruction, 
national standards, integration of technology, diversity, 
inclusion, and faith and ethics.

179-279-379-479. External Domestic Study Pro-
grams (1-3) As Needed
All courses and their applications must be defined and 
approved prior to registering.

180-280-380-480. Study Abroad Programs (1-4) 
All courses and their application must be defined and 
approved prior to travel.

195-6-7. Special Studies (1-4)
295-6-7. Special Studies (1-4) 
Lower-level group studies which do not appear in the 
regular department offerings.

395-6-7. Special Studies (1-4) 
Upper-level group studies which do not appear in the 
regular department offerings.

495-6-7. Independent Study (1-4) 
Individual research under the guidance of a  
faculty member(s).




