
Deans
R. Keith Absher (2004) Dean of the McAfee School of 

Business Administration and Professor of Marketing. 
B.A. and M.B.A., Jacksonville State University; M.A.S., 
University of Alabama–Huntsville; Ph.D., University 
of Arkansas.

Gene Fant (2002) Dean of Arts and Sciences, Professor 
of English. B.S., James Madison Uni ver si ty; M.A., Old 
Dominion University; M.Div., New Orleans Baptist 
Theological Seminary; M.Ed., and Ph.D., University 
of Southern Mis sis sip pi.

Sheila Mitchell (2007) Dean of the School of Pharmacy.  
B.S. and D.Pharm., Univeristy of Tennessee Health 
Science Center.

Tom R. Rosebrough (1996) Dean of the College of Edu-
cation and Human Studies and University Pro fes sor 
of Ed u ca tion. B.A., M.A., and Ph.D., The Ohio State 
Uni ver si ty.

Timothy Smith (2005) Dean and Associate Professor 
of Nursing. Diploma, Baptist College for the Health 
Sciences; B.S.N., University of Memphis; Diploma in 
Anesthesia, University of Tennessee, Knoxville Gradu-
ate School of Medicine; M.S.N., and Ph.D., University 
of Tennessee Health Sciences Center.

Gregory A. Thornbury (1999) Dean of the School of 
Christian Studies, Associate Professor of Christian 
Studies and Director of the Carl F.H. Hen ry Center for 
Christian Leadership. B.A., Messiah College; M.Div. 
and Ph.D., Southern Baptist Theo log i cal Seminary; 
Additional study, Oxford Uni ver si ty.

Vice Presidents
Gary L. Carter (1991) Senior Vice Pres i dent for Busi ness 

and Financial Services. B.S., Union Uni ver si ty; C.P.A., 
State of Tennessee.

Jimmy H. Davis (1978) Vice President for the Germantown 
Campus and Director of Institutional Effectiveness and 
and Uni ver si ty Pro fes sor of Chemistry. B.S., Union 
Uni ver si ty; Ph.D., Uni ver si ty of Illinois; Ad di tion al 
study, Uni ver si ty of Florida, Oak Ridge As so ci at ed 
Uni ver si ty, Argonne Na tion al Laboratory; Harvard 
Uni ver si ty, and Ox ford University, En gland.

Charles A. Fowler (1995) Senior Vice President for Uni-
versity Relations and Professor of Christian Ministries 
and Education. B.M., Union University; M.C.M., New 
Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary; Ph.D., Missis-
sippi State University.

Jerry N. Tidwell



72

Melinda Clarke (2000) Director of Ed.D., (Higher Edu-
cation), Director, Center for Educational Practice and 
Associate Professor of Education. B.A., Lambuth Uni-
versity; M.Ed. and Ed.D., Vanderbilt University.

Ken Easley (2006). Professor of Christian Studies and Di-
rector, M.C.S. Program. B.A., John Brown University; 
M.Div., Trinity Evangelical Divinity School; Ph.D., 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary.

Nancy M. Easley (1998) Director of M.Ed, Germantown 
and As sociate Pro fes sor of Education. B.A., Trin i ty 
Uni ver si ty; M.Ed., Texas A & M Uni ver si ty; Ed.D., 
Uni ver si ty of Memphis.

Jennifer F. Grove (1999) Director of the M.A.Ed., 
Germantown, Interim Director of Ed.S. and Ed.D.—
Germantown, and Associate Professor of Ed u ca tion. 
B.S., M.Ed., Mis sis sip pi State Uni ver si ty; Ed.D., Uni-
versity of Mem phis.

Mark A. Kossick (2005) Professor of Nursing and Pro-
gram Director of Nurse Anesthesia. A.A., Kent State 
University, Ashtabula Campus; B.S., Edinboro Univer-
sity; M.S., University of Kansas; D.N.Sc., University of 
Tennessee, Memphis.

Ralph Leverett (1997) Director of M.Ed., Jackson and 
University Professor of Spe cial Ed u ca tion. B.S. Middle 
Ten nes see State Uni ver si ty; M.A., M.S., Ph.D., Vander-
bilt Uni ver si ty.

J. Kenneth Newman (2001) Director of the Ed.S. and 
Ed.D., Jackson and Associate Professor of Educational 
Leadership. B.A., Union University; M.Ed., M.A., D.E., 
University of Memphis.

Luanne Powell (1984-87; 1999) MBA Director, Jackson. 
B.A. and M.B.A., Union University.

Valerie Watters-Burke (2005). Associate Professor of 
Nursing and Chair of Nursing Graduate Programs. 
B.S.N., St. Louis University; M.S.N., Vanderbilt Uni-
versity; D.N.Sc., University of Tennessee, Health Sci-
ence Center.

Helen Fowler (1992) Assistant to the Dean, College of 
Education and Human Studies. B.S., M.A.Ed., Union 
Uni ver si ty.

Michelle Brown (2006) Coordinator, Graduate Nursing 
Program

Elsie Cressman (1998) Coordinator, Graduate Nursing 
Program.

Carol Johnson (1997) Coordinator, M.A.I.S.
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James Kirk (2003) Associate Professor of Computer Sci-
ence. B.M., Union University; M.M. and M.A., Indiana 
University; Ph.D., University of Louisville.

Naomi Larsen (1996) Pro fes sor of So ci ol o gy and De part -
ment Chair. B.A. and M.A., Mankato State Uni ver si ty; 
Ph.D. Iowa State Uni ver si ty.

Scott Lawyer (2000) Associate Professor of Man age ment. 
B.S. and M.B.A., University of Mis sis sip pi; J.D., Uni-
versity of Mississippi.

Judy C. Leforge (1999) Assistant Professor of History. 
B.A. and M.A., Western Kentucky University; Ph.D., 
University of Memphis.

Haifei Li (2004) Assistant Professor of Computer Sci-
ence. B.E., Xi'an Jiaotong University; M.S. and Ph.D., 
University of Florida.

W. Terry Lindley (1986) Pro fes sor of His to ry. B.A., Texas 
A & M Uni ver si ty; M.A., Uni ver si ty of New Or leans; 
Ph.D., Tex as Chris tian Uni ver si ty; Ad di tion al study, 
South west ern Bap tist Theo log i cal Sem i nary.

Ann Livingstone (1975) Associate Professor of Political 
Science. B.A., Anderson College; M.A., Vanderbilt 
University; Ph.D., University of Keele, UK.

Jenny Lowry (2003) Assistant Professor of Library Sci-
ences. B.B.A., The University of Kentucky; M.L.S., 
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Darin White (1994) Professor of Mar ket ing and Director 
of Academic Research. B.S., Bir ming ham South ern 
Uni ver si ty; M.A. and Ph.D., Uni ver si ty of Alabama.

G. Jan Wilms (1992) Professor of Computer Science 
and Department Chair. B.A., Katholeike Universiteit 
Leuven, Belgium; M.A. (English) and M.S. (Computer 
Science), University of Mississippi; Ph.D., (Computer 
Science), Mississippi State University.

Roslyn Wilson (1995) Associate Professor of So cial Work 
and Social Work Field Director. B.S., Ten nes see State 
University; M.S.S.W., Uni ver si ty of Ten nes see.

Wayne Wofford (1987) Professor of Biology. B.S., Union 
Uni ver si ty; M.S. and Ph.D., Tex as A&M University.


