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College of Arts and Sciences

Faculty
Chris Blair (1997). Associate Professor of Communication Arts, Coordinator of DMS and Acting Chair. B.A., Union
University; M.A. and Ph.D., University of Memphis.

Steve Beverly (1993). Associate Professor of Communication Arts. B.A., University of Georgia; M.A., Auburn Uni-
versity.

Ashley Blair (1999). Visiting Instructor of Communication Arts. B.A., Union University; M.A., University of Mem-
phis.

David Burke (1986). Professor of Theatre and Director of the Theatre. B.S.A., Houston Baptist College; M.F.A., Uni-
versity of Houston.

Wayne Johnson (1961-68; 1997). Associate Professor of Communication Arts. B.A., Union University; M.A., Purdue
University.

Darren Michael (2002). Assistant Professor of Theatre. B.A., Ouachita Baptist University; M.F.A., University of
Southern Mississippi.

Jim Veneman (1999). Assistant Professor of Communication Arts and Director of Visual Communication. B.A.,
Ouachita Baptist University; M.A., Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary.

Mission Statement

Students majoring in communication arts will, in their area of concentration, understand the theories, principles,
and history of communicating arts; demonstrate competency in written, oral, and visual communication skills; and
demonstrate knowledge of the impact on society.

Curriculum

The Department offers a wide range of courses designed to meet the complex and signipcant theoretical and
communication skill requirements of students.

The Department is afpliated with several programs 5ence and the Southeastern Theatre Conference.

Journalism, Broadcasting, and Public Relations/Advertising majors may not minor within the Department, except

in Theatre/Speech or Film Studies.

I. Major in Theatre and Speechi39 or 42 hours
A. COM 112, 200, 211, 235, 405315 hours
B. Speech Emphasisd24 hours
1. COM 311, 320, 325, 430
2. COM Electivesd12 hours
C. Theatre Emphasisd27 hours
1. COM 113, 240, 330, 341, 342, 350, 412
2. COM 345 or 311
3. COM Electiveo3 hours
D. Teacher Licensure Emphasisii24 hours
1. COM 113, 240, 311, 320, 330, 341, 342, 412
2. Professional Education: EDU 150, 250, 326, 426, 435; PSY 213, 318; SE 225.
3. Completion of applicable portions of the Praxis Series II.
4. For additional information, see the Assistant Dean for Teacher Education and Accreditation.
I1. Major in Journalismif44 hours
A. COM 120, 121, 200, 320, 321, 323, 355, 415, 419, 430
B. COM 21082 semesters, 1 hour each
C. One of: COM 360; ART 221, 231
D. COM Electivesd9 hours



I1l. Major in Broadcastingfi42 hours
A. COM 120, 121, 220, 230, 245, 419, 430
B. COM 320 or 355f13 hours
C. Select 9 hours: 321, 325, 327, 347, 406, 410
D. COM Electivesd9 hours
IV. Major in Public Relations/Advertisingfi44 hours
A. COM 120, 121, 200, 320, 321, 323, 325, 355, 360, 415, 419, 423, 430
B. COM 21082 semesters, 1 hour each
C. COM Electivesii3 hours
V. Digital Media Studies Major
A. Core requirements for all emphasesd39 hours
1. ART 120, 221, 231, 345
2. COM 220, 320, 365, 419
3. CSC 115, 321, 360, 365
4. Digital Media Studies Seminar 490
B. Communication Arts Emphasis requirementsd24 hours
1. COM 121, 323, 325, 430; MKT 328
2. Select three courses: COM 230, 355, 410, 423, 488; MKT 424
C. Art Emphasis (28 hours) and Computer Science Emphasis (23 hours)
See respective departments for details.
V1. Broadcasting Minorifi2l hours
A. COM 120, 121, 220, 230
B. Select 9 hours: COM 320, 325, 347, 403, 410, 419, 430
VII. Public Relations/Advertising Minori21 hours
A. COM 120, 121, 323, 419, 423
B. Select 6 hours: COM 210, 320, 321, 325, 360, 415, 430; ART 221, 231
VIIl.  Journalism Minoria21 hours
A. COM 120, 121, 210, 321, 415
B. Select 6 hours: COM 320, 323, 360, 419; ART 221, 231
IX. Theatre/Speech Minorifi2l hours
A. COM 112, 113, 211, 235, 240
B. Select 6 hours: COM 301, 311, 355, 330, 341, 342, 345, 350, 405, 412
X. Film Studies Minorif18 or 22 hours
A. Required for both Tracks: COM 3283 hours
B. Track Onefil15 hours
1. Required: COM 338, CHR 34816 hours
2. Select 3: ART 428; COM 301, 438; ENG 311; PHL 448
C. Track Twof19 hours
1. Select 1: ART 428; COM 301, 338, 438; ENG 311; PHL 448
2. Admission to Los Angeles Film Studies Center:
a. COM 307, 348, 484”10 hours
b. Select 2: COM 425, 428, 440, 495
XI. Photojournalism Minorifi21 hours
A. ART 231, COM 121
B. COM 236, 326, 336, 346, 426
C. IfART 231 or COM 121 is required by the student's major, replace the hours in the minor with ART 232, COM
321, or COM 415.

Student Organizations

The Union Broadcasting System (UBS) exists for students interested in the broadcasting. UBS is a student chap-
ter of the Radio-Television News Directors Association. UBS produces news programming and documentaries for
public TV, the high school quiz show dHead to Head,6 Unionis basketba®3u
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235. Interpersonal Communication (3)

Identify communication problems in interpersonal relationships including ethical communication, self-disclosure,
perception, interviewing, conyict management, verbal and nonverbal communication. The student will exhibit
competent language skills through oral reports, working in dyads and small groups, and class simulations.

236. Photojournalism 1 (3)

Prerequisite: ART 231APhotography |

The basics of seeing a story-telling photograph and learning to apply the basics of photography to help communicate
a message. Emphasis will be placed on setting high standards of visual integrity and communication ethics and on
developing an understanding of the role of photojournalism in shaping and reyecting contemporary society. The
history of photojournalism, current trends, and the varied challenges found in this peld will be explored.

240. Acting Theory and Technique (3) S

Prerequisite: COM 113.

Various acting theories and practices with emphasis on exercises in physical training, vocal reproduction, character
projection, and the aesthetics of acting.

245. Broadcast Performance (3)
Development of professional vocal, visual, personality, and performance skills by use of simulated newscasts, in-
terviews, and script narrations.
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326. Social Documentary

Prerequisite: COM 236

Social documentary photojournalism is an attempt to bear witness, to bring attention, and to advocate. At its best,
it tries also to communicate something a concerned and informed photographer felt when he/she released the
camera's shutter. Social documentary photojournalism communicates through a complex distillation of visual truth
and interpretation. This course will take a close look at work that has made an impact on its audiences and at the
photographers who produced it. Technical propciency and visual awareness will continue to broaden.

327. Interactive Media (3)
Prerequisite: COM 220.



355. Communication Theory & Research (3)
Major theories, models, and conceptualizations of communication with emphasis on practical applications of re-
search.

360. Publication Design (3)
Using hands-on experiences to edit, design, layout, and develop camera-ready documents to provide practical
knowledge of state-of-the-art publishing technology.

365. Computer-Mediated Communication (3)
A blending of theoretical and practical views of communication through computers considering the movement to
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485. Internship in Radio Broadcasting (3)




440. Acting in Hollywood (3)
The practice and process of acting in the Hollywood arena. Topics include the role of agents, managers, casting
directors and unions; equity waiver theatre and showcases; photos and resum@®s; and the audition process used for
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