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MASTER OF ARTS IN EDUCATION PROGRAM
$YDLODEOH�RQ�WKH�-DFNVRQ�DQG�*HUPDQWRZQ�&DPSXVHV

Program Purpose
The purpose of the M.A.Ed. program is to provide 

relevant continuing programming for educators seeking 
a diversity of knowledge, skills and values for post-bac-
calaureate preparation and licensure.

Objectives of the Program
Students in the M.A.Ed. program will:
1. Enhance their knowledge, skills and values 

relating to the major issues facing today’s practi-
tioners in education.

2. Apply research skills to current education prob-
lems.

3. Augment current licensure with new licensure 
programs.

4. Initially prepare, for some individuals with non-
education degrees, to become licensed teachers.

5. Be encouraged in their Christian commitment and 
service to society.

Assessment of Outcomes
The M.A.Ed. utilizes these means of assessment for 

the five objectives above. The number of each objective 
to be assessed is listed in parentheses beside each means 
of assessment.

• Coursework and teacher-devised assessments. 
(1,2,3,4,5)

• Course evaluations (1,2,5)
• Alumni questionnaire (1,2,5)
• Thesis (for thesis-track students) (1,2,5)
• Capstone Research Seminar (1,2,5)
• Field experience (1,2,3,4,5)

Admission to Graduate Coursework
All students, whether degree-seeking or non-degree-

seeking in the M.A.Ed. program, who desire to take 
graduate courses in education at Union University must 
meet prescribed admission criteria. After admission, the 
student may take courses for personal or professional 
growth, seek teacher licensure, or pursue the Master of 
Arts in Education Degree. Some students may choose 



18

with the applicant’s professional or academic abili-
ties. If the applicant is currently teaching, at least one 
recommendation should be from an administrator 
or supervisor who is familiar with the applicant’s 
work as a teacher. Forms are available in the Office 
of Graduate Studies in Education. If the student is 
seeking teacher licensure, forms are available in the 
office of the Assistant Dean for Teacher Education and 
Accreditation.

Conditional Admission to the Master of Arts in 
Education Degree Program

Students who do not meet the minimum GPA require-
ment or the minimum test score requirement for admis-
sion to the Master of Arts in Education Degree program 
will be required to successfully complete a full 500-600 
word writing sample, which will be evaluated by faculty 
in the Department of English. Subsequently, if the writing 
sample is adequate, the student will be placed on condi-
tional admission status for the first nine hours of graduate 
work at Union University. After successfully completing 
nine graduate hours of at least 3.0 grade average work, 
the student may appeal to the Dean of the College of 
Education and Human Studies for full admission to the 
Master of Arts in Education Degree Program.

Advisement
The Dean of the College of Education and Human Stud-

ies will assign the student to an advisor who will, with 
the student, develop a degree plan which will be placed 
in the student's file in the Office of Graduate Studies in 
Education in the College of Education and Human Stud-
ies. The student will consult with the advisor prior to each 
registration to plan courses. 

Requirements for the Master of Arts in 
Education Degree

Two options are available for completion of the M.A.Ed. 
Degree, a thesis option requiring a minimum of 33 se-
mester hours of graduate credit and a non-thesis option 
requiring a minimum of 39 semester hours of graduate 
credit. Students choosing the thesis option of the program 
are required to write a thesis or research report while stu-
dents choosing the non-thesis option of the program are 
required to successfully complete the Capstone Research 
Seminar. All degree requirements must be completed 
within five years of the date of admission to the degree 
program.

All options of the M.A.Ed. are available on the Jackson 
Campus. The M.A.Ed. with teacher licensure is avail-
able on the Jackson Campus in all endorsement areas 
offered by Union University (see The Teacher Educa-
tion Program). The only M.A.Ed. option available on 
the Germantown campus is the M.A.Ed. with teacher 
licensure, and it is further restricted to applicants seeking 
secondary school licensure who have an undergraduate 
major in their anticipated area of endorsement.

Requirements for the Thesis Option of the 
M.A.Ed.

A minimum of 33 semester hours of approved graduate 
work is required for completion of the thesis option of the 
M.A.Ed. degree. This option consists of four components: 
a required core, a concentration area, education electives 
and the thesis.
 I. Required Core: 12 hours

A. EDU 610
B. EDU 620
C. EDU 650
D. EDU 665

 II. Select one Concentration
A. Concentration: Designed Studies (12 core + 15 

concentration hours)
1. Education Electives, advisor-approved, 6-9 

hours)



19

and Praxis II Specialty Tests*, this program leads to 
an additional endorsement in Elementary K-8.
1. Courses with Field Experience component: 

EDU 552, 553, 554, 555
2. EDU 510
3. EDU 629 and 658

C. Concentration: Library Information Specialist, 
Licensure (15 core + 41 concentration hours)

 With appropriate prerequisites, this program leads 
to an initial license in Library Information Special-
ist PreK-12. Praxis II Tests and student teaching 
semester are required for licensure but not for the 
degree.
1. SE 625 and PSY 610 (or EDU 614)
2. LSC 610, 621, 631, 640, 650
3. EDU 510 and EDU 616
4. EDU 437, Enhanced Student Teaching PreK-12, 

14 hours
 If the student is fully licensed in TN, an additional 

endorsement can be secured by completing the 
M.A.Ed. Required Core (15 hours), C.2., C.3., and 
LSC 646. If the student has already completed a 
masters that is recognized by the TN Department 
of Education for advancement of the licensure, the 
additional endorsement in Library Information 
Specialist PreK-12 includes only C.2., C.3., and LSC 
646.

D. Concentration: Secondary Education, Licensure 
(15 core + 24 concentration hours)

 With appropriate prerequisites, including those in 
the teaching content field, this program leads to an 
initial licensure in a secondary (Grades 7-12) field. 
Praxis II Tests and student teaching semester, or 
2 years of successful teaching experience on an 
Alternative A license appropriate to the endorse-
ment area, are required for licensure but not for 
the degree.
1. EDU 510
2. EDU 530, 604, 625, 626
3. PSY 610 and SE 625
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schedules are designed for teachers. An optimum load for 
teachers is six hours, one course per term.

Transfer of Credit into the M.A.Ed. Degree 
Program

Up to nine semester hours of graduate credit from a 
regionally accredited college or university may be trans-
ferred into the degree program at the time the student is 
admitted to the program, provided the grades received 
in those courses were B or higher. Work being transferred 
into the program must have been completed within five 
years prior to admission to the program.

Transfer of credit after the student has been admitted 
to the degree program (transient credit) will be acceptable 
provided (1) the total semester hours of transfer credit 
does not exceed nine hours, (2) the grade received in 
the course is B or higher, and (3) written approval of the 
course being taken has been obtained from the Dean of the 
College of Education and Human Studies prior to taking 
the course. A maximum of six hours of workshop/short 
course/video course credit may be transferred.

Residency Requirements
All students pursuing the Master of Arts in Education 

Degree are required to meet residency requirements for 
the degree. Students electing the thesis option of the 
program must complete at least 21 semester hours of 
work at Union. Students electing the non-thesis option 
of the program must complete at least 27 semester hours 
of work at Union.

Courses Taken by Non-Degree Students
A maximum of twelve hours of graduate work taken at 

Union before a student is admitted to the degree program 
may be used to satisfy the M.A.Ed. requirements.

Financial Information
The registration of a graduate student signifies an 

agreement by the student to fulfill the related financial 
obligations to the end of the term for which the student 
has registered.

There are two methods for the payment of expenses.
1. All expenses may be paid in full prior to or on the 

day of registration.
2. Payment may be made in two equal payments, 

with one-half due at the time of registration and 
the balance due halfway through the term. A 1.5% 
service charge will be added to the unpaid balance 
following the initial payment.

For students who have a definite commitment of fi-
nancial aid from the Financial Aid Office of the University, 
the difference between the total cost for the term and 
the financial aid allocation is the amount payable by the 
student to the University.

7XLWLRQ�DQG�)HHV
M.A.Ed  $260/semester hour (2004-2005)
Non-degree-seeking post-baccalaureate  
 students  $260/semester hour (2004-2005)

Tuition for Student Teaching will be charged at the 
undergraduate rate.
Other fees when applicable:
Application Fee (non-refundable,  
 one-time only) $25
Late Registration Fee $25
Audit Fee $125 semester hour
Course Change Fee $10
Materials Fee per Course: EDU 510, 552,  
553, 554, 555, 651, 657, 658; SE 651, 657 $15
Lab Materials Fee per Workshop Varies with 
 workshop 
Thesis Binding Fee $50
Graduation Fee  $25
)LQDQFLDO�$VVLVWDQFH

Students enrolled in Graduate Studies in Education for 
a minimum of six hours per semester, Fall or Spring, may 
apply for the Federal Stafford Loan. All students applying 
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6SULQJ�6HPHVWHU������
6HVVLRQ�,


January 31 M.A.Ed. Classes Begin
March 1 Deadline for Returning 
 Application for Graduation 
 (May)
6HVVLRQ�,,
March 28 M.A.Ed. Classes Begin

May 6 M.A.Ed. Registration Deadline for  
 Summer 2005
May 21 Spring Commencement
6XPPHU�6HPHVWHU�����
May 15 Deadline for Returning Application for  
 Graduation (August)
August 6 August Commencement

*An additional meeting will be scheduled within the ses-
sion to meet required minimum classes.
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MASTER OF ARTS IN EDUCATION 
REQUIREMENTS FOR THE MA.Ed. DEGREE OPTIONS

THESIS OPTION NON-THESIS OPTION

REQUIRED CORE

12 HOURS:
EDU 610 His & Phil Educ 
EDU 620 Curr Dev & Implem 
EDU 650 Educ Meas & Eval 
EDU 665 Research Design

15 HOURS:
EDU 610 Hist & Phil Educ 
EDU 620 Curr Dev & Implem 
EDU 650 Educ Meas & Eval 
EDU 665 Research Design 
EDU 675 Capstone Research  
             Seminar

CONCENTRATION AREA
W儀ᡄ笀
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Course Descriptions
 

Art (ART)

533 Internship (1-4)
Internship in a field situation for a specified time. Specific 
requirements will be arranged by the department.

585 Special Studies in Art (1-4)
Group studies which do not appear in the department 
course offerings. Course content will be determined by 
need.

598 Seminar (1-3)
A non-lecture research and discussion course. Course 
content will be determined by need.

610 Theories and Processes in Drawing and Painting 
(3)

Exploration of concepts in drawing and painting with 
consideration of subject matter, media processes and 
developmental learning activities for art programs.

620 Theories and Processes in Sculpture (3)
Exploration of concepts and techniques in sculpture with 
consideration to developmental learning activities for art 
programs.

640 Special Studies in Art (3)
Group studies which do not appear in the department 
course offerings. Course content will be determined by 
need.

655 Independent Study (1-4)
Individual research and study under the guidance of a 
graduate faculty member.

680 Research in Art Education A (3)
A course designed to help the student complete the in-
dividual research related to the specialty area. Specific 
course content will be designed to meet the program 
needs of the individual student.
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640 Special Studies in Chemistry & Physics (3)
Group studies which do not appear in the department 
course offerings. Course content will be determined by 
need.

655 Independent Study (1-4)
Individual research and study under the guidance of a 
graduate faculty member.

680 Research in Science Education A (3)
A course designed to help the student complete the in-
dividual research related to the specialty area. Specific 
course content will be designed to meet the program 
needs of the individual student.

685 Research in Science Education B (3)
A continuation of Research in Science Education A.

Communication Arts (COM)

533 Internship (1-4)
Internship in a field situation for a specified time. Specific 
requirements will be arranged by the department.

585 Special Studies in Communication (1-4)
Group studies which do not appear in the department 
course offerings. Course content will be determined by 
need.

598 Seminar (1-3)
A non-lecture research and discussion course. Course 
content will be determined by need.

640 Special Studies in Communication Arts (3)
Group studies which do not appear in the department 
course offerings. Course content will be determined by 
need.

655 Independent Study (1-4)
Individual research and study under the guidance of a 
graduate faculty member.

680 Research in Communication Education A (3)
A course designed to help the student complete the in-
dividual research related to the specialty area. Specific 
course content will be designed to meet the program 
needs of the individual student. 

685 Research in Communication Education B (3)
A continuation of Research in Communication Education 
A.

Education (EDU)

504 Technology in the Classroom (2)
A study of the most recent technology advancements uti-
lized to enhance student achievement in the elementary, 
middle, and high school classroom with emphasis on 
the many facets of the computer as a teaching tool. Prior 
technology experience needed.

510 Computer Applications in the Classroom (3)
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History (HIS), Political Science (PSC), and 
Geography (GEO)

533 Internship (1-4)
Internship in a field situation for a specified time. Specific 
requirements will be arranged by the department.

585 Special Studies in Social Sciences (1-4)
Group studies which do not appear in the department 
course offerings. Course content will be determined by 
need.

598 Seminar (1-3)
A non-lecture research and discussion course. Course 
content will be determined by need.

640 Special Studies in Social Sciences (3)
Group studies which do not appear in the department 
course offerings. Course content will be determined by 
need.

655 Independent Study (1-4)
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585 Special Studies in Mathematics & Computer 
Science (1-4)

Group studies which do not appear in the department 
course offerings. Course content will be determined by 
need.

598 Seminar (1-3)
A non lecture research and discussion course. Course 
content will be determined by need.

640 Special Studies in Mathematics and Computer 
Science (3)

Group studies which do not appear in the department 
course offerings. Course content will be determined by 
need.

655 Independent Study (1-4)
Individual research and study under the guidance of a 
graduate faculty member.

680 Research in Mathematics Education A (3)
A course designed to help the student complete the in-
dividual research related to the specialty area. Specific 
course content will be designed to meet the program 
needs of the individual student.

685 Research in Mathematics Education B (3)
A continuation of Research in Mathematics and Computer 
Science Education A. 

Music (MUS) 

533 Internship (1-4)
Internship in a field situation for a specified time. Specific 
requirements will be arranged by the department.

585 Special Studies in Music (1-4)
Group studies which do not appear in the department 
course offerings. Course content will be determined by 
need.

598 Seminar (1-3)
A non-lecture research and discussion course. Course 
content will be determined by need.

640 Special Studies in Music (3)
Group studies which do not appear in the department 
course offerings. Course content will be determined by 
need.

655 Independent Study (1-4)
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640 Special Studies in Special Education (3)
Group studies which do not appear in the department 
course offerings. Course content will be determined by 
need.

641 Teaching Mathematics and Science to Students 
with Exceptionalities (3)

Prerequisite: SE 631 or 632.
A study of the content, objectives, and pedagogy of 
instructing students with exceptionalities in the area of 
mathematics and science in grades K-8. Field Experience 
included. 

645 Teaching Language Arts and Social Studies to 
Students with Exceptionalities (3)

Prerequisite: SE 631 or 632.
A study of the content, objectives, and pedagogy of 
instructing students with exceptionalities in the area of 
language arts and social studies in grades K-8. field Ex-
perience included. 

650 Current Research in Assessment of Learning 
Problems in the Young Child (3)

An investigation of the assessment methods for identi-
fication and diagnosis of learning problems in infants and 
young children and of the research related to effective 
techniques for early intervention.

651 Cognitive Development of the Young  
Child (4)

Prerequisite: EDU 629.
Theoretical and applieŐǀĐ
heoretical and applieŐǀĐ
heoreticaeo�lpr儀ic恄nఀᄀ


