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MASTER OF ARTS IN EDUCATION PROGRAM
Available on the Jackson Campus

Program Purpose

The purpose of the M.A.Ed. program is to pro-
vide relevant continuing programming for educa-
tors seeking a diversity of knowledge, skills and
values for post-baccalaureate preparation and licen-
sure.

Objectives of the Program

Students in the M.A.Ed. program will:
1. Enhance their knowledge, skills and values

relating to the major issues facing today’s
practitioners in education.

2. Apply research skills to current education
problems.

3. Augment current licensure with new licen-
sure programs.

4. Initially prepare, for some individuals with
non-education degrees, to become licensed
teachers.

5. Be encouraged in their Christian commitment
and service to society.

Assessment of Outcomes

The M.A.Ed. utilizes these means of assessment
for the five objectives above. The number of each
objective to be assessed is listed in parentheses be-
side each means of assessment.
• Coursework and teacher-devised assessments.

(1,2,3,4,5)
• Course evaluations (1,2,5)
• Alumni questionnaire (1,2,5)
• Thesis (for thesis-track students) (1,2,5)
• Capstone Research Seminar (1,2,5)
• Field experience (1,2,3,4,5)

Admission to Graduate Coursework

All students, whether degree-seeking or non-de-
gree-seeking in the M.A.Ed. program, who desire
to take graduate courses in education at Union Uni-
versity must meet prescribed admission criteria.
After admission, the student may take courses for
personal or professional growth, seek teacher licen-
sure, or pursue the Master of Arts in Education De-
gree. Some students may choose to seek the M.A.Ed.
as they complete their teacher licensure.

Applicants desiring to take graduate courses in
education should submit the following to the Office
of Graduate Studies in Education:
1. A completed to Graduate Studies in Education Ap-

plication.

2. A $25 application processing fee.

3. Official transcript(s) showing all coursework,
completion of baccalaureate degree(s), and all
graduate credit previously attempted from re-
gionally accredited institutions.

4. Official transcript(s) indicating a minimum grade
point average (GPA) of 3.0 on a 4.0 scale of all
undergraduate and post-baccalaureate
coursework combined.

5. A brief writing sample scheduled by the Office
of Graduate Studies in Education.

6. Completed “Certificate of Immunization.”

For short courses designed primarily for license
renewal, only the following admission criteria will
be required. Students should submit an Application
for Admission to Graduate Studies in Education, a $25
application fee, a copy of their teaching license or
an official transcript showing completion of a bac-
calaureate degree. If the student decides to seek the
M.A.Ed. or take coursework other than the short
courses, all requirements for full admission to gradu-
ate studies must be submitted. Note: A maximum
of six semester hours taken in this short-course for-
mat may be used to satisfy M.A.Ed. requirements.

Conditional Admission to Graduate
Coursework

Applicants who do not meet the minimum GPA
requirement of 3.0 will be required to successfully
complete a full 500-600 word writing sample, which
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will be suspended from the University for one full
semester before re-application can be made to
Graduate Studies in Education.

Undergraduate students in their last term of
course work who, after registering for all courses
required for graduation, need additional hours to
be classed as full-time students, may be allowed to
register for one graduate course for graduate credit.

Admission to the Master of Arts in
Education Degree Program

In addition to the above admission criteria for
applicants desiring to take graduate courses, those
seeking admission to the M.A.Ed. Degree Program
should submit the following to the Office of Gradu-
ate Studies in Education:
1. An official report showing an acceptable score

on the Miller Analogies Test, the National Teacher
Exam Specialty Area Test, or the Graduate Record
Exam (GRE).

2. Two completed Reference Evaluation forms. These
references must be from persons who are famil-
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* Praxis II Specialty Area Tests appropriate to the
endorsement are required for licensure but not for
the degree.

Admission to Candidacy for the Master
of Arts in Education Degree

An important step in the student’s progress to-
ward the Master of Arts in Education Degree is ad-
mission to Candidacy. Students will be admitted to
degree candidacy status only when the following
conditions have been met.
1. Interview with the Director of Graduate Studies,

Jackson.

2. Development of a program of study.

3. Completion of at least 18 semester hours in the
program, including EDU 650, Educational Mea-
surement and Evaluation. Additionally, if the stu-
dent is pursuing the thesis option, EDU 660, Is-
sues and Trends in Education, is required.

4. Completion of EDU 670, Research Design.

5. A minimum grade point average of 3.0.

Additional Candidacy Requirement for Thesis-
Option Students: Students completing the thesis
option of the program must have degree candidacy
before beginning the master’s research. In addition
to the candidacy requirements above, thesis option
students will be required to submit a research pro-
posal which has been approved by the student’s re-
search committee. It is the responsibility of the stu-
dent to consult with the Dean of the School of Edu-
cation and Human Studies regarding the formation
of the research committee. The approved research
proposal must be filed in the Office of the School of
Education and Human Studies before candidacy is
granted.

The student will receive written notification when
degree candidacy status has been achieved.

Full-Time Students

A graduate student enrolled for 9 or more hours
during an academic semester will be considered a
full-time student. A graduate student enrolled for 6
or more hours during the Summer or 3 or more
graduate hours in Winter or any less-than-14-week
semester shall be considered full time.

Maximum Load

The maximum load for a graduate student is 15
hours during the Fall or Spring semesters and 6
hours during the Winter term. The maximum load

for the 8-week Summer session is 12 hours. No more
than 6 hours may be taken during any Summer term.
Fall and Spring Semester schedules are designed for
teachers. An optimum load for teachers is six hours,
one course per term.

Transfer of Credit into the M.A.Ed.
Degree Program

Up to nine semester hours of graduate credit from
a regionally accredited college or university may be
transferred into the degree program at the time the
student is admitted to the program, provided the
grades received in those courses were B or higher.
Work being transferred into the program must have
been completed within five years prior to admis-
sion to the program.

Transfer of credit after the student has been ad-
mitted to the degree program (transient credit) will
be acceptable provided (1) the total semester hours
of transfer credit does not exceed nine hours, (2) the
grade received in the course is B or higher, and (3)
written approval of the course being taken has been
obtained from the Dean of the School of Education
and Human Studies prior to taking the course. A
maximum of six hours of workshop/short course/
video course credit may be transferred.

Residency Requirements

All students pursuing the Master of Arts in Edu-
cation Degree are required to meet residency require-
ments for the degree. Students electing the thesis
option of the program must complete at least 21 se-
mester hours of work on the Jackson campus. Stu-
dents electing the non-thesis option of the program
must complete at least 27 semester hours of work
on the Jackson campus.

Courses Taken by Non-Degree
Students



25

1. All expenses may be paid in full prior to or on
the day of registration.

2. Payment may be made in two equal payments,
with one-half due at the time of registration and
the balance due halfway through the term. A 1.5%
service charge will be added to the unpaid bal-
ance following the initial payment.

For students who have a definite commitment of
financial aid from the Financial Aid Office of the Uni-
versity, the difference between the total cost for the
term and the financial aid allocation is the amount
payable by the student to the University.

Tuition and Fees

M.A.Ed  $220/semester hour (2002-2003)
Non-degree-seeking post-baccalaureate
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Course Descriptions

Art (ART)

533 Internship (1-4)
Internship in a field situation for a specified
time. Specific requirements will be arranged by
the department.

585 Special Studies in Art (1-4)
Group studies which do not appear in the de-
partment course offerings. Course content will
be determined by need.

598 Seminar (1-3)
A non-lecture research and discussion course.
Course content will be determined by need.

610 Theories and Processes in Drawing and
Painting (3)

Exploration of concepts in drawing and paint-
ing with consideration of subject matter, media
processes and developmental learning activities
for art programs.

620 Theories and Processes in Sculpture (3)
Exploration of concepts and techniques in sculp-
ture with consideration to developmental learn-
ing activities for art programs.

640 Special Studies in Art (3)
Group studies which do not appear in the de-
partment course offerings. Course content will
be determined by need.

655 Independent Study (1-4)
Individual research and study under the guid-
ance of a graduate faculty member.

680 Research in Art Education A (3)
A course designed to help the student complete
the individual research related to the specialty
area. Specific course content will be designed
to meet the program needs of the individual stu-
dent.

685 Research in Art Education B (3)
A continuation of Research in Art Education A.

Biology (BIO)

533 Internship (1-4)
Internship in a field situation for a specified
time. Specific requirements will be arranged by
the department.

585 Special Studies in Biology (1-4)
Group studies which do not appear in the de-
partment course offerings. Course content will
be determined by need.

598 Seminar (1-3)
A non-lecture research and discussion course.
Course content will be determined by need.

640 Special Studies in Biology (3)
Group studies which do not appear in the de-
partment course offerings. Course content will
be determined by need.

655 Independent Study (1-4)
Individual research and study under the guid-
ance of a graduate faculty member.

680 Research in Biology Education A (3)

640 Special Studies in Biology (3)
Group studies which do not appear in the de-
partment coursuT*8u 0.0038375nd painu1 Tfi(3)
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615 Seminar and Workshop in Economic
Education (3)

The seminars will focus on basic theories of eco-
nomics at both the macroeconomic and micro-
economic level. The workshops will stress prac-
tical applications of economic principles and
basic classroom methods for teaching econom-
ics.

640 Special Studies in Business
Administration (3)

Group studies which do not appear in the de-
partment course offerings. Course content will
be determined by need.

655 Independent Study (1-4)
Individual research and study under the guid-
ance of a graduate faculty member.

680 Research in Business Education A (3)
A course designed to help the student complete
the individual research related to the specialty
area. Specific course content will be designed
to meet the program needs of the individual stu-
dent.

685 Research in Business Education B (3)
A continuation of Research in Business Educa-
tion A.

Chemistry (CHE) and Physics (PHY)

533 Internship (1-4)
Internship in a field situation for a specified
time. Specific requirements will be arranged by
the department.

585 Special Studies in Science (1-4)
Group studies which do not appear in the de-
partment course offerings. Course content will
be determined by need.

598 Seminar (1-3)
A non-lecture research and discussion course.
Course content will be determined by need.

640 Special Studies in Chemistry and Physics
(3)

Group studies which do not appear in the de-
partment course offerings. Course content will
be determined by need.

655 Independent Study (1-4)
Individual research and study under the guid-
ance of a graduate faculty member.

680 Research in Science Education A (3)
A course designed to help the student complete
the individual research related to the specialty
area. Specific course content will be designed
to meet the program needs of the individual stu-
dent.

685 Research in Science Education B (3)
A continuation of Research in Science Educa-
tion A.

Communication Arts (COM)

533 Internship (1-4)
Internship in a field situation for a specified
time. Specific requirements will be arranged by
the department.

585 Special Studies in Communication (1-4)
Group studies which do not appear in the de-
partment course offerings. Course content will
be determined by need.

598 Seminar (1-3)
A non-lecture research and discussion course.
Course content will be determined by need.

640 Special Studies in Communication Arts (3)
Group studies which do not appear in the de-
partment course offerings. Course content will
be determined by need.

655 Independent Study (1-4)
Individual research and study under the guid-
ance of a graduate faculty member.





30

525 Instructional Methodology for Secondary
School Social Studies (3)

A study of principles, practices, methods, and
materials for teaching social studies in the sec-
ondary school with emphasis on current re-
search in the field. Available for graduate credit
only. Practicum required.

526 Instructional Methodology for Secondary
School Speech and Theatre Arts (3)

A study of principles, practices, methods, and
materials for teaching speech and theatre arts
in the secondary school with emphasis on cur-
rent research in the field. Available for gradu-
ate credit only. Practicum required.

530 Secondary School Methods (3)
A study of the principles, methods, and best
practices for teaching at the secondary level with
emphasis on current research in the field. Avail-
able for graduate credit only. Practicum re-
quired.

533 Internship (1-4)
Internship in a field situation for a specified
time. Specific requirements will be arranged by
the department.

540 Using Games and Activities in the
Elementary Classroom (3)

A study of the principles and practices related
to the effective use of games and activities in
the elementary classroom.

552 Instructional Design of Language Arts (4)
A practical study of the design and implemen-
tation of instruction of reading and children’s
literature in the elementary (K-8) classroom with
emphasis on current research in the field. In-
cludes field experience.

553 Instructional Design of Reading (4)
A study of the design and implementation of
instruction of reading with emphasis on current
research and practice, including investigation
of common reading problems, assessment meth-
ods, and remediation techniques. Field experi-
ence included.

554 Instructional Design of Mathematics and
Classroom Management (4)

A study of the design and implementation of
instruction of mathematics in the elementary (K-
8) classroom with emphasis on current research
in the field, including examination of effective
strategies of comprehensive classroom manage-
ment.

555 Instructional Design of Science and Social
Studies (4)

A study of the design and implementation of
instruction of science and social studies in the
elementary (K-8) classroom with emphasis on
current research in the field.

585 Special Studies in Education (1-4)
Group studies which do not appear in the de-
partment course offerings. Course content will
be determined by need.

595 Special Workshops (1-4)
Graduate credit offered in concentrated format
ence incl1
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tical applications of economic principles and
basic classroom methods for teaching econom-
ics.

616 Children and Literature (3)
A critical analysis of each genre of literature for
children as a basis for the appreciation, selec-
tion, and use of suitable materials to foster ac-
tive learning, personal growth, and recreational
reading. This course is intended for the student
who did not take a course in children's litera-
ture as an undergraduate.

620 Curriculum Development and
Implementation (3)

This course is designed to investigate the fac-
tors that have influenced and will shape the
school curriculum. Various organizational pat-
terns, trends, and issues are studied.

625 Classroom Management (3)
A study of comprehensive classroom manage-
ment strategies which will center on interper-
sonal relationships, classroom organization and
management, instruction, problem solving, be-
haviorism, and schoolwide discipline.

626 Reading in the Content Area (3)
Content reading skills are skills with focus.
Rather than consisting of lessons to teach initial
reading, content area reading builds on skills to
teach strategies related to specific areas of the
curriculum.  Such instruction is designed to
teach students the specific skills necessary to
learn more effectively in science, social studies,
literature, math music, and physical education.
Students in this course will create materials re-
lated to their specific content area. Field Experi-
ence required.

629 Current Research in Early Childhood
Education (3)

Study and analysis of current research related
to children and educational programs for chil-
dren, birth through grade three. Field Experi-
ence required.

630 The School and Community Relations (3)
A study of designing programs around needs
and problems of the school and its special pub-
lics, dealing constructively and effectively with
these needs, and promoting a positive school
environment for the steady improvement of
public education.

632 School Law (3)
A study of sources of school law, student rights,
and legal issues affecting education.

634 School Facilities (3)
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657 Creative Development of the Young Child
(4)
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685  Research in English Education B (3)
A continuation of Research in ENG. 680.

History (HIS), Political Science (PSC),
and Geography (GEO)

533 Internship (1-4)
Internship in a field situation for a specified
time. Specific requirements will be arranged by
the department.

585 Special Studies in Social Sciences (1-4)
Group studies which do not appear in the de-
partment course offerings. Course content will
be determined by need.

598 Seminar (1-3)
A non-lecture research and discussion course.
Course content will be determined by need.

640 Special Studies in Social Sciences (3)
Group studies which do not appear in the de-
partment course offerings. Course content will
be determined by need.

655 Independent Study (1-4)
Individual research and study under the guid-
ance of a graduate faculty member.

680 Research in Social Science Education A (3)
A course designed to help the student complete
the individual research related to the specialty
area. Specific course content will be designed
to meet the program needs of the individual stu-
dent.

685 Research in Social Science Education B (3)
A continuation of Research in Social Science
Education A.

Languages (LANG)

533 Internship (1-4)
Internship in a field situation for a specified
time. Specific requirements will be arranged by
the department.

585 Special Studies in Languages (1-4)
Group studies which do not appear in the de-
partment course offerings. Course content will
be determined by need.

598 Seminar (1-3)
A non-lecture research and discussion course.
Course content will be determined by need.

640 Special Studies in Languages (3)
Group studies which do not appear in the de-
partment course offerings. Course content will
be determined by need.

655 Independent Study (1-4)
Individual research and study under the guid-
ance of a graduate faculty member.

680 Research in Language Education A (3)
A course designed to help the student complete
the individual research related to the specialty
area. Specific course content will be designed
to meet the program needs of the individual stu-
dent.

685 Research in Language Education B (3)
A continuation of Research in LANG 680.

Library Information Specialist (LSC)

610 Principles of Librarianship (3)
A study which traces the development of library
history from its earliest existence through the
20th century. It includes a study of the types of
libraries, services, trends, issues, problems and
challenges in libraries. Emphasis is placed on
developing a personal philosophy of
librarianship.

621 School Library Administration (3)
An exploration of the unique leadership role the
school librarian plays in the administration of a
contemporary school library media center. This
includes examination of issues related to the
planning, implementing, and evaluation of the
center and includes practice in collaborating
with others in the development of curriculum
and programs. Field experience required.

631 Collection Management and Organization (3)
Routine operations of collection management
and organization of a school library with em-
phasis on acquisition of materials, bibliographic
control, cataloging, preservation and weeding
of materials. It is designed to provide back-
ground information and current rules regard-
ing the Dewey Decimal System Classification
and the Anglo-American Cataloging Rules.
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Hands on practice is required in creating and
editing cataloging records based on Machine
Readable Format. Field experience required.

640 Young Adult Literature (3)
Focus on the variety of literature available for
middle and high school students, including
multicultural, classical, and contemporary lit-
erature. Also covers selecting, promoting, and
evaluating young adult literature, media for
youth, and identifying the worldview of each
work read.

646 Practicum (2-6)
Prerequisite: 6 hours from LSC 610, 621, 631, 651.
Library experience and training in elementary,
middle and secondary school requiring 40 clock
hours per credit hour under the supervision of
a licensed school media specialist and college
supervisor.

650 General Reference and Instruction (3)
An introduction to basic printed reference and
electronic resources for school library media
centers and how to use them effectively. Focuses
on how to use strategies in seeking answers to
reference questions. The reference resources
studied will serve as a selection guide for school
libraries. Attention is given to developing in-
structional skills for use with print and elec-
tronic resources. Field experience required.



35

Physical Education, Wellness, and
Sport (PEWS)

533 Internship (1-4)
Internship in a field situation for a specified
time. Specific requirements will be arranged by
the department.

585 Special Studies in Physical Education and
Health (1-4)

Group studies which do not appear in the de-
partment course offerings. Course content will
be determined by need.

598 Seminar (1-3)
A non-lecture research and discussion course.
Course content will be determined by need.

640 Special Studies in Physical Education and
Health (3)

Group studies which do not appear in the de-
partment course offerings. Course content will
be determined by need.

655 Independent Study (1-4)
Individual research and study under the guid-
ance of a graduate faculty member.

660 Issues and Trends in Physical Education
Education (3)

A course designed to research the literature re-
lated to recent developments in Physical Edu-
cation including the aims, philosophies, meth-
ods, content, and problems related to the field.
Students will identify and develop a synthesis
of research related to a potential line of research.

680 Research in Physical Education and Health
Education A (3)

A course designed to help the student complete
the individual research related to the specialty
area. Specific course content will be designed
to meet the program needs of the individual stu-
dent.

685 Research in Physical Education and Health
Education B (3)

A continuation of Research in Physical Educa-
tion and Health Education A.

Psychology (PSY)

533 Internship (1-4)
Internship in a field situation for a specified
time. Specific requirements will be arranged by
the department.

585 Special Studies in Psychology (1-4)
Group studies which do not appear in the de-
partment course offerings. Course content will
be determined by need.

598 Seminar (1-3)
A non-lecture research and discussion course.
Course content will be determined by need.

610 Advanced Educational Psychology (3)
This course involves an in-depth study of the
field of educational psychology. Emphasis will
be upon applying current research and issues
such as human development, learning, and mo-
tivation to the educational setting.

614 Learning Theories and Styles (3)
Prominent theories of learning and learning
styles in the context in which they were origi-
nated, their influences upon contemporary psy-
chological and educational thought, and their
present applications.

624 Comparative Study of Child Development
Theories (3)

This course is for the student who did not take
a course in child development or human devel-
opment as an undergraduate. It is a critical study
of the prominent theories relating to physical,
social, emotional, and cognitive growth of chil-
dren, as well as factors which impact upon de-
velopment. The roles of the teacher and of other
professionals who work with young children are
explored.

625 Learning and Behavioral Characteristics of
Persons with Exceptionalities (3)

A study of the learning and behavioral charac-
teristics of students with exceptionalities. Theo-
retical models and experimental results will be
examined.
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640 Special Studies in Psychology (3)
Group studies which do not appear in the de-
partment course offerings. Course content will
be determined by need.

655 Independent Study (1-4)
Individual research and study under the guid-
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631 Educational Needs of Persons with Mild/
Moderate Disabilities (3)

A study of the diagnostic criteria of particular
disability categories with emphasis on the indi-
vidual educational needs of individuals with
mild to moderate exceptionalities, including a
study of Federal and State law, behavioral and
psychosocial aspects, and pedagogy involved in
relevant educational trends such as inclusion.
Includes observation field experience.

632 Characteristics and Needs of Students with
Emotional Disabilities (3)

A study of the psychological and educational
characteristics and needs of persons with severe
and profound emotional and behavioral prob-
lems, with considerations given to the assess-
ment and intervention strategies for individu-
als with these disabilities in light of current
trends and legislation. Includes observation field
experience.

640 Special Studies in Special Education (3)
Group studies which do not appear in the de-
partment course offerings. Course content will
be determined by need.

641 Teaching Mathematics and Science to
Students with Exceptionalities (3)

Prerequisite: SE 631 or 632.
A study of the content, objectives, and pedagogy
of instructing students with exceptionalities in
the area of mathematics and science in grades
K-8. Field Experience included.

645 Teaching Language Arts and Social Studies
to Students with Exceptionalities (3)

Prerequisite: SE 631 or 632.
A study of the content, objectives, and pedagogy
of instructing students with exceptionalities in
the area of language arts and social studies in
grades K-8. field Experience included.

650 Current Research in Assessment of
Learning Problems in the Young Child (3)

An investigation of the assessment methods for
identification and diagnosis of learning prob-
lems in infants and young children and of the
research related to effective techniques for early
intervention.

651 Cognitive Development of the Young Child
(4)

Prerequisites: EDU 629.
Students examine the theoretical and applied
aspects of cognitive development in young chil-
dren. Language development, quantitative
thinking and number concepts, goals and con-
cepts for other curriculum areas, as well as as-
sessment principles and models are explored.
Field Experience required.

655 Independent Study (1-4)
Individual research and study under the guid-
ance of a graduate faculty member.

657 Creative Development of the Young Child
(4)

Prerequisites: EDU 629.
Students examine the development of creativ-
ity in young children with attention given to use
of the expressive arts for early intervention,
meeting curricular objectives in all areas, and
programming strategies for young children with
special needs. Assessment principle and mod-
els are explored. Field Experience required.

660 Issues and Trends in Special Education (3)
A course designed to research recent develop-
ments in Special Education, including the aims,
philosophies, methods, content, and problems
related to the field.

680 Research in Special Education A (3)
A course designed to help the student complete
the individual research related to the specialty
area. Specific course content will be designed
to meet the program needs of the individual stu-
dent.

685 Research in Special Education B (3)
A continuation of Research in SE 680.


