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Teacher Licensure: Post-Baccalaureate Requirements for Initial and
Add-on Endorsement

Conceptual Framework: A Teacher-
Student Dynamic of Sensitivity,
Reflection and Faith

Mission Statement

The mission of the Teacher Education Program is
to prepare highly effective teachers within an envi-
ronment of sensitivity, reflection, and faith: teachers
who are sensitive to the diverse learning needs of
their students; competent teachers who embrace re-
flective scholarship and a spirit of inquiry; and teach-
ers who carefully consider their world view and in-
tegrate in their classrooms Christian values such as
stewardship of the environment, belief in the dig-
nity and worth of each individual, and grace to lead,
empower, and motivate every student to enjoy learn-
ing and to continue learning for a lifetime.

Goals

On completion of the Teacher Education Program,
students will have developed:

• Understanding of the growth and development
of children and adolescents and sensitivity to
their diverse learning needs;

• Academic competence in a broad base of gen-
eral education and in a major appropriate for the
licensure being sought

• Knowledge of a variety of effective teaching
methods and materials which utilize skills that
effectively apply content knowledge and knowl-
edge of children and adolescents to the learning
environment;

• Awareness that teachers need continuing profes-
sional growth to remain effective and desire to
pursue further study;

• Knowledge of the ethical and professional re-
sponsibilities of teachers and an understanding
of the teacher’s role as a leader in the commu-
nity;

• A desire to have a lifestyle that demonstrates
Christian values.

NCATE Accreditation

The Teacher Education Program is accredited by
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Post-Baccalaureate Requirements

(For post-baccalaureate initial licensure and add-
on endorsements)

Official transcripts. Students who seek post-bac-
calaureate teacher licensure must first complete an
application for admission to Graduate Studies in
Education and submit a $25.00 (non-refundable)
application fee. The candidate must order official
transcripts from all colleges and universities that
have been attended; these transcripts must be sent
directly to Union University and may not be
stamped "Issued to Student."

Transcript evaluations. After the candidate has
submitted the application for admission to Gradu-
ate Studies in Education and a $25.00 application fee
and official transcripts have been received, the can-
didate should call the Director of Teacher Education
for an appointment for a transcript evaluation. Post-
baccalaureate candidates must have a transcript
evaluation completed by the Director of Teacher
Education prior to starting classes; if the licensure
program takes more than one year to complete, the
post-baccalaureate candidate should have another
evaluation completed. At this meeting the candidate
will be apprised of course work that remains, TEP
status, Praxis II (NTE) requirements, and any pro-
posed changes in licensure requirements.

Admission to the TEP. Post-baccalaureate candi-
dates for initial licensure must secure a copy of the
Teacher Education Program Handbook, Vol. I and
meet the following requirements for admission to
the Teacher Education Program.
1. Satisfactory scores on the PPST: Reading=174,

Math, 173, Writing=173, or CBT: Reading=321,
Math=318, Writing=319 or ACT (Composite of
22e), or SAT (Total of 1020) or MAT=35 or GRE
(Verbal=350, Quantitative=400).

2. Minimum GPA of 3.0 from all undergraduate
courses taken or provisional admission to gradu-
ate course work

3. Two positive reference forms

4. Interview with the Teacher Education Screening
Committee

5. Approval of the Education Department

6. Approval of the Teacher Education Committee

Application to the TEP. The application to the TEP
is submitted upon entrance to Union University's
post-baccalaureate program. Due to the nature of
class schedules on the graduate level, candidates
may take courses that are required for licensure
when they are available even if they require admis-

sion to the TEP on the undergraduate level. How-
ever, candidates must be fully admitted to the TEP
prior to student teaching.

Continuation in the TEP. In order to remain in
the TEP following admission, the post-baccalaure-
ate candidate must maintain a GPA of 2.75 in all
course work taken at Union since completion of the
baccalaureate degree and a GPA of 2.75 in the pro-
fessional education core. The candidate must suc-
cessfully complete Portfolio Assessment Stages 1
and 2.

Admission to student teaching. Candidates must
file an application to student teach before the posted
deadline during the semester prior to student teach-
ing. Applications are available in the Education De-
partment. Other requirements for student teaching
are as follows:
1. Minimum scores on all applicable portions of the

Praxis II series (NTE) must be received by Union
before the student is admitted to student teach-
ing or before teaching experience can be substi-
tuted for student teaching

2. A recommendation from the department of the
student's endorsement area or a minimum GPA
of 2.75 in all undergraduate and graduate courses
in the endorsement area

3. Satisfactory completion of a field experience at
an appropriate level

4. Successful completion of Portfolio Assessment
Stage 3

5. Completion of the professional education core
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grade, subject, and dates taught along with copies
of local evaluations completed by the supervisor
and/or principal and a copy of Praxis II (NTE)
scores. If the Dean deems that the experience is
within the guidelines of Union's policy, he/she will
allow the experience to substitute for student teach-
ing. If denied, the candidate may appeal the deci-
sion to the Teacher Education Committee.

Application for teacher licensure. The candidate
will submit a portfolio at four stages throughout the
program. The portfolio will present evidence that
the candidate has met performance standards in the
endorsement area and in professional education as
set by the TN Department of Education and based
on INTASC standards. Applications for Tennessee
teacher licensure are completed during a student
teaching seminar and are filed with the Tennessee


